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Welcome to our exclusive collection of hotel
barge cruises. For over 30 years, we have
specialised in creating luxury hotel barge
holidays on some of the most beautiful
waterways in Europe.

II
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Welcome Aboard...

Our cruises gently introduce you to some of Europe’s finest
scenery, fascinating history and local culture – from the
picturesque vineyards of Burgundy to the spectacular Scottish
Highlands; from the sun-drenched waterways of the South of
France to the storybook Alsace region.
Some vessels in our fleet are owned by us, others by
experienced hotel barge operators who maintain similar
standards and have been vetted by us. On board all of
them you will glide serenely along waterways that pass
through magnificent countryside; be taken on fascinating
local excursions; indulge in delicious meals, fine wines and
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comfortable accommodation – whilst all the time being
pampered by your attentive crew.
Many of our passengers praise us for the qualities we pride
ourselves in – the crew service, the cuisine, the on-board
ambience and the variety of excursions – a reassuring
endorsement that our luxury cruises are a wonderful blend of
daily experiences which we are sure you will remember for
many years to come.
On behalf of all the staff and crew across the fleet -

Welcome Aboard

Derek Banks

Derek Banks,
Managing Director
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Where We Cruise in Europe
Discover the fascinating world of hotel barging, through the
vineyards of Burgundy, on the shaded Canal du Midi in Southern
France, the historic Po Valley in Italy, or the River Shannon in rustic
Ireland. Cruise on the Royal River Thames, through the stunningly
rugged landscapes of Scotland or picturesque Alsace & Lorraine.

Scotland
Majestic Scenery, Castles and Whisky

England

Ireland

Picturesque Riverside
Villages, Castles,
Palaces and Pubs

Lush Green Landscapes
and Gaelic History

Loire Valley

Champagne

Renowned Châteaux
and Renaissance
Architecture

Champagne,
Gothic Cathedrals
and Châteaux

Gascony &
Bordeaux
Vineyards, Orchards,
Armagnac and
Foie Gras

Canal Du Midi

Cathar History, Carcassonne and
Colourful Street Markets
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Burgundy
Fine Wines, Medieval Villages
and Pastoral Scenery

Holland
Tulips, Windmills and
Historic Dutch Towns

Picardy &
Belgium
History, Art,
Battlefields
and Gothic
Architecture

Germany &
Luxembourg
Romantic Castles, Quaint Villages
and Hillside Vineyards

Alsace & Lorraine
Italy
Renaissance Architecture
& Italian Gastronomy

Fine Alsace Wines, Rolling Hills
and Storybook Villages
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The Hotel Barging Experience

A gentle cruise on a hotel barge is the perfect way to discover the very soul
of Europe, exploring its wonderful countryside and historical treasures and
meeting its many friendly, diverse people.
Far removed from the hustle and bustle of city life, hotel barge voyages allow
you to travel in luxury without the strains of packing and unpacking, whilst
enjoying a balanced blend of daily excursions and fascinating cruising.

The Experience

Each hotel barge cruise is for 6 nights and includes:
l

Comfortable accommodation in air-conditioned, en suite staterooms or suites

l

Gourmet meals prepared by the onboard chef, fine wines and an open bar

l

Daily escorted excursions to places of interest and private wine tastings in
air-conditioned minibuses

l

Local transfers e.g. to and from Paris

l

Bicycles and on most hotel barges, an on-deck spa pool

l

Attentive service from an experienced crew - Captain, chef, tour guide,
and hosts/hostesses

What We Offer

There is so much to choose from:
l

Cruises in 9 countries on a wide selection of hotel barges that
accommodate up to 20 passengers

l

A wide selection of ‘themed’ cruises e.g. golf, walking, cycling,
wine appreciation, opera

l

Cruises for like-minded travellers on an individual cabin basis, or
whole barge charters for families, friends & special interest groups
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The Journey Has Begun

You are collected at the designated meeting point by the Captain
or another crew member and escorted by air-conditioned minibus
to your hotel barge. After a champagne welcome and the
opportunity to meet the English-speaking crew and your fellow
passengers, we will show you to your comfortable stateroom or
suite, with its full en suite facilities.
We sometimes embark on a short cruise on the first evening
and immediately the fascinating world of barge cruising begins
to unfold before you. Then, perhaps after an aperitif, it’s time
to indulge in your first gourmet dining experience aboard,
complemented, of course, by fine wines.

Relax and Unwind

Each day, as your hotel barge moves sedately from one peaceful mooring to the next,
you can just wander along the towpath, or get on or off at one of the pretty locks.
You may stumble across some local villagers playing a game of boules, or discover a
vineyard, its vines laden with grapes.
The hotel barges all carry bicycles for towpath riding and other excursions ashore,
and the little villages and farms we discover as we cruise by become part of the
adventure. Alternatively, just absorb the ever-changing scenery from a comfortable
lounger or deck-chair on the sun deck.
Then, after a day of cruising and sightseeing, your hotel barge moors up for the night
and there is plenty of time for a cocktail before dinner, or perhaps to enjoy a relaxing
soak in the spa pool.
In Burgundy, the Loire Valley and England, hot-air ballooning is an exciting option.
Ballooning generally takes place in the early hours just after
dawn or before sunset, when the air is still and the
light is perfect for drifting gently along and
gazing down at the beautiful
countryside below.

Hotel Barging Compared to Other Forms
of Cruising
l

Intimate 'house party' atmosphere with small passenger numbers and an
unparalleled level of personal service

l

Cruises are generally less than 70 miles in a week, at only 3mph

l

Cruises are on smaller waterways and canals inaccessible to larger vessels

l

Unique cruising experiences such as Eiffel's Aqueduct at Briare, the Arzviller
Boat Elevator and the Malpas Tunnel

l

Gentle pace and immersion in the local culture and history

l

Cruising just a few feet from the towpath, it's easy to moor up and explore on
foot or bicycle

l

We usually cruise for only a few hours each day and never at night

l

Excursions in small groups to “off the beaten track” places

l

Whole barge charters possible for a group of friends or family

Château de Chenonceau

77

The Aqueduct at Briare
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Cruising on fascinating waterways with
unique and historic features are all part
of the hotel barging experience.
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Outstanding Service

Crews are mainly British or French and they all speak English, so there
is no need to worry about a language barrier when they are telling you
about the local culture, history, wines or gastronomy.
The various roles undertaken by your crew will soon become clear. Your Captain,
an experienced barge master, will impress you with his ability to guide the
impossibly large vessel into the smallest lock and under the lowest of bridges
with inches to spare. He may also double as your guide, taking your party around
family-owned vineyards, fine castles or perhaps a small crystal works, but always
returning you to your hotel barge in time for the next culinary event or stage in
your cruising journey.
Your Master Chef, as well as creating the finest of dishes, is invariably something
of a culinary historian and a mine of information when it comes to regional
recipes, cheeses and, of course, fine wines.

The attentive hosts and hostesses, who are also the housekeepers, will serve the meals
and wines, and are there to cater to your every need. The deck-hand meanwhile works
away behind the scenes, keeping the ship clean and tidy, repositioning the hotel barge
minibus and preparing the bicycles.
One of the crew will always escort you on excursions and act as a guide. Although not
officially accredited or always with an in-depth knowledge of every site visited, they do
have a real interest in the local region, which they can share with you.
Your highly professional crew members stay in the background, but can always find
time to share with you some aspect of local knowledge to enhance your cruise.

Your attentive crew will
be happy to pamper you
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Inviting Accommodation

All hotel barges in the fleet benefit from an annual refurbishment
and this may vary from redecoration and refurnishing of the
accommodation or public areas of a vessel, to a complete refit of
cabins and their en suite facilities.
Whichever hotel barge you choose to cruise on, you can be assured that a lot of
thought and care has gone into combining traditional features like hardwood
panelling, antique furniture and décor, with expected creature comforts such as
air-conditioning and central heating.
Each hotel barge has Wi-Fi, a library, games and a sound system on which you can
play your own favourite music. Most of them have a spa pool on the sun deck, and
some a TV/DVD player.
There is also, of course, an open bar stocked with a wide range of alcoholic and
soft drinks.
The accommodation on each hotel barge ranges from charming twin and doublebedded staterooms to more spacious suites – but all with closet and drawer storage
and private en suite shower rooms.
For any cruise, you can select a specific cabin, particularly if you book early.
Because every vessel is designed individually, some offer additional facilities such
as a rooftop sun deck, passenger-friendly wheelhouse, demonstration galley or
exercise equipment.

Casual refinement,
classic design,
comfort with style
11

Wine & Whisky
16

17
13

10

Many of our cruises are through some of the best winegrowing regions of France, such as Burgundy, Bordeaux,
Languedoc-Roussillon, Champagne and Alsace.

1

12

11

2

We have developed strong relationships with many renowned
vineyards over more than 30 years, seeing a new generation
of viticulturers combining modern techniques with
age-old processes.

3
4

There is something to please every palate and during your cruise
you will enjoy a wide selection of wines, all served with great care.
And for those of you aboard our hotel barges in Scotland and
Ireland which are too far north for “the grape”, there will be
distillery tours and private tastings to savour the wonderful
whiskies of the Celtic world.
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Where each hotel barge cruises:
14

15

1

La Belle Epoque

2

L'Art de Vivre

3

L'Impressionniste

4

Finesse

5

Anjodi

6

Enchanté

7

Clair de Lune

8

Athos

9

Rosa

10

Renaissance

11

Nymphea

12

La Nouvelle Etoile
(*Also cruises in other regions)

From the full-bodied Côte de Nuits and Vosne Romanée vintages of Burgundy
to the Minervois, Corbieres and Côtes de Roussillon wines of Southern France;
from the crisp, dry white wines of Sancerre and Chablis to the distinctive
Reislings of the Alsace and Moselle regions, and of course, Champagne.
There are visits to some of the most renowned domaines of the Côte de Nuits,
Chablis and Sancerre regions, as well as to smaller family-run vineyards such as
the 14th century Château de Perdiguier in the Midi and Villa Widmann-Borletti
in the Po Valley in Italy.
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Panache - Early Summer

14

Panache - Late Summer / Autumn

15

La Bella Vita

16

Scottish Highlander

17

Shannon Princess

13
13

14

Dining Aboard
Gourmet cuisine and fine wines served with
care in a relaxed and charming setting.

15
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Cuisine & Dining Aboard

The classic traditions of French and International
cuisine are an unforgettable highlight of your
cruise. The onboard chefs are experienced,
highly-trained culinary artists, whose gastronomic
creations are often rated higher by our discerning
clients than those they have sampled in
top restaurants.
Your chef will use the best fresh ingredients, bought from
the wonderful local markets and pick herbs from the small
onboard herb garden to create some mouthwatering regional
and national dishes.
Most of the chefs will be pleased to show off their skills with a
cooking demonstration during your cruise and all are happy to
accommodate requests for vegetarian and special diets, which
should be made at the time of reservation.

A taste of Europe’s
finest cuisine

Menu
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Whichever
region in Europe you choose to cruise with us, you can be
sure of a wonderful gastronomic experience. Your chef will use the best
local ingredients, bought from the wonderful local markets and pick
herbs from the small onboard herb garden to create
mouthwatering dishes.
In Burgundy you may be served the tenderest fillet of Charolais beef, while on one
of our Midi barges the chef may prepare a seafood platter of the freshest shellfish.
In Scotland, locally sourced game and wild salmon are always a feature of the menu
and on a cruise in Italy, you will certainly taste the best of home-made pasta dishes.
To enhance every lunchtime and evening dining experience, your chef will describe
personally the culinary creations that he/she has prepared. Your hostess will also
outline the characteristics of every wine that has been selected to marry perfectly
with the food.

During your cruise, you will have the opportunity to sample a wide range of cheeses
- typically 15 to 20. Each cheese course is a delightful, delicious journey into the
local region's rich heritage and your hostess will take the time to describe every
cheese's individual qualities.
The cheeses all have a story to tell, from the creamy products of France such as
Époisses and Chèvre au Poivre, to the memorably named delights of Scotland and
Ireland such as Whiskey Chase and Cashel Blue. And let’s not forget the flavoursome
varieties of cheeses that Holland and Italy have to offer.
After one thousand years of wine production and the creation of many hundreds
of cheeses, the locals are convinced that quality and choice are fundamental to
everyday life, and we think you will be too.

Your gastronomic experience
on board
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Enticing Excursions

Every hotel barge cruise includes daily excursions to some fascinating
local places of interest - châteaux, Cathar hilltop villages, markets,
renowned wine cellars, as well as other hidden gems that you would
struggle to find on your own.
Many of the visits are just a walk away from your hotel barge or, if further, the ever
present air-conditioned minibuses will carry you there in comfort. Each excursion,
conducted in English, is usually led by a crew member: the Captain or Deckhand/Tour
Guide who will usually have some interesting facts and amusing stories to recount
about the places you visit.
Our excursions have something for everyone; cultural experiences, historical sites,
film locations, castles and stately homes and, of course, local producers of wines,
spirits and regional produce. Some visits will be to well-known destinations such as
the medieval city of Carcassonne or the world famous Delft porcelain factory, whilst
others will take you off the beaten track to find interesting people and places that
we have come to know over more than 30 years of inland waterways cruising.
Our passengers are usually very well-travelled and have seen many of Europe’s
more famous sights, but on each hotel barge cruise we aim to show you something
new as part of a unique insight and immersive experience through one of Europe’s
heritage-rich regions. Then, of course, after every outing, you return to relax on your
nearby private floating hotel.

Off the Beaten Track

Vineyards and Wine Tasting

Whether you are a connoisseur or simply know what you like, our cruises have
something to offer when it comes to discovering the wines and vineyards
of a region.
You will be taken on private tours of long-established domaines to find out more
about the art of great wine-making - and of course get to taste the wonderful
results. These visits may be to a producer of fine Burgundies such as Bouchard
Père et Fils in Beaune, a renowned grand cru domaine in St Emilion, or a smaller,
family-run vineyard like Château de Villemagnes in Corbières.

UNESCO World Heritage Sites

During your cruise, to help you appreciate the history and heritage of a particular
region, there may be a visit to a UNESCO World Heritage Site. These places of
special historical interest include in France, Carcassonne, Reims Cathedral, the
hilltop town of Vezelay, even the whole of the Canal du Midi itself.
On the Italy itinerary, there is, of course, Venice, as well as other sites such as the
cities of Mantua and Ferrara.

Off the Beaten Track

We visit many places that are little-known or overlooked by other companies,
such as Peter Freebody’s traditional boatyard on the River Thames, the Aalsmeer
flower auction in Holland, or the Troglodyte cave dwellings in the Loire Valley.
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Private Wine Tastings

Peter Freebody's Boatyard on the River Thames

Culloden Moor

Aalsmeer Flower Auction

Cawdor Castle

Mantua's Ducal Palace

Killbeggan
Whiskey
Distillery

St. Emilion

Historic Battlefields

Some of our cruises include tours of historic battlefields – Culloden Moor and
Glencoe in Scotland; the World War Two battleground at Wingen-sur- Moder in
Alsace; even Alesia in Burgundy, where the last battle between the Gauls and
Romans took place in 52 B.C.

Castles and Châteaux

For architecture and history lovers we visit some of Europe’s finest castles &
châteaux including Château de Fontainebleau near Paris, Cawdor Castle in Scotland,
Château de Bazoches in Burgundy, or in Italy, Mantua’s magnificent Ducal Palace.

Art and Craft

On many cruises, you may also visit some renowned art and craft locations - perhaps
the René Lalique Collection in Alsace, the Stanley Spencer Gallery at Cookham, or
the Faience pottery in Gien.

Private Stately Homes

We arrange visits to a number of privately-owned stately homes, castles and other
residences, each with fascinating histories. At some of them, such as haunted Leap
Castle in Ireland, the Tudor manor house of Dorney Court near the Royal River
Thames, L'Abbaye de Fontenay in Burgundy, or the Villa Ca’Zen in Italy, you may
even be given a tour by the owners themselves.

Famous Film Locations

For film buffs, we also visit some famous film locations, such as the village of
Flavigny sur Ozerain in Burgundy (‘Chocolat’); Eilean Donan Castle in Scotland
(‘Highlander’ and James Bond’s ‘The World Is Not Enough’); Château de Vaux-leVicomte in Champagne (‘The Man in the Iron Mask’); Highclere Castle ('Downton
Abbey') in England.

Artisan Food Products

One of the real pleasures of a hotel barge cruise is being served some wonderful,
locally-sourced produce on board, so we include excursions to see some of the
skilled artisans at work and, of course, sample their products! It may be a visit to an
ancient olive oil press in the Midi, or a family-run bakery in Alsace.

Quaint Villages

On canals such as the Canal du Nivernais and the Canal du Midi, our hotel barges
cruise past many charming waterside villages and towns. And to really appreciate
the local history and culture, we also visit places such as the Cathar hilltop
pilgrimage halt of Minerve, the Royal Regatta town of Henley-on-Thames and the
picturesque village of Vezelay in Burgundy.

Distilleries and Breweries

There are visits to local drinks producers, such as the Glen Ord whisky distillery in
Scotland, the Meteor Brewery in Alsace, the Kilbeggan whiskey distillery in Ireland,
Armagnac producer Domaine de Lapeyrade and the Noilly Prat vermouth distillery
in France.
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Shopping & Markets

Fresh Fish Market

Floating Market in Venice

Even if you are not normally a lover of shopping, the vast array of
fascinating shops and markets you can discover on one of our cruises
may change your mind.
Most of our cruises are through rural areas, but we are often just a short distance
from some of the most wonderful old towns and cities in Europe, where there are
great shopping opportunities.
You may want to visit some of the brocantes or ‘flea markets’ for unusual antiques,
or perhaps you have an eye for the latest fashion and would prefer to browse
around a couturier's boutique, or maybe you just enjoy exploring the vibrant
local markets.
Whatever your preference, there are many shopping possibilities in some of the
most picturesque parts of Europe which will allow you to embrace local culture
as part of your holiday and, perhaps, even find the ideal momento of your cruise
experience with us.

Wonderful Local cheeses

Colourful markets,
exclusive shops
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Mustard Shop in Dijon

Barging & Biking

All our hotel barges carry bicycles

We know that many of our passengers enjoy taking some exercise during their hotel barge cruise, so each vessel carries
bicycles for everyone on board to use. On most cruises the crew can offload the bikes almost anytime for you to take
a gentle pedal along the canal towpath, perhaps to the next pretty village or lock. Bike helmets are provided and our
reservations team can advise you on the biking opportunities for each itinerary.

"Biking Plus"

For those passengers who would like to be a little more adventurous, a number of our hotel barges
now offer a “Biking Plus” option, as follows:
l

Whilst others are relaxing on deck, or maybe enjoying a stroll, you can take a bike on most days
and follow an interesting, but not too challenging route which we will have already
carefully researched.

l

You will be given clearly marked maps for each round trip route and a backpack with everything
you might need so that, for an hour or two, you can explore the surrounding countryside and
villages along the lanes, towpaths and byways.

l

If you get stuck or lost, a crew member will come to fetch you. Otherwise, you
can just rejoin the hotel barge where you left her – or maybe a little further along the canal.

l

The hotel barge itinerary is arranged so that you won’t miss any of the organised excursions or
much of the cruising, but you will have seen a little more of the people & places around you –
and done yourself some good at the same time!

Biking Charters

For more committed cyclists, there are
biking charters with half-day guided
itineraries, upgraded bikes and picnic
lunches – but still with the usual
high quality service.

Barging and biking
the European
Waterways way
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Family & Friends Charter Cruises

Families or groups of friends can charter any of the hotel barges. You
will have the whole vessel to yourselves and she becomes a home
from home, except that the crew takes care of all the hard work!
Whether you are young or old or a combination of all ages, whether
there’s cause for celebration, or just a chance to enjoy each other’s
company…a family or friends’ charter cruise really does take
some beating.

We recognise that hectic lifestyles allow little time for families to spend precious
leisure time together and planning a holiday involving several generations can be
a real challenge, ensuring that the accommodation, meals and activities are all
suitable. Our tailored family charters offer a perfect solution and the opportunity
to share an experience that will be talked about over family dinners for years and
generations to come.
The voyage itself is great fun. Grandchildren may find themselves steering their
126 foot vessel along a tree-lined canal, perhaps joining their cousins in the barge
spa pool, or biking together on the towpath, as their parents relax alongside on
the sun deck just a few feet away.
And having your own onboard chef means that meal arrangements are both
enjoyable and flexible. Dinner can be enjoyed as a family, with perhaps a casual
barbecue during the week for children to enjoy some alfresco dining.
Ashore, as well as our traditional visits to castles, palaces and old fortified cities,
you have the possibility of other fun activities tailored to teenagers or younger
children – please ask us for details.
So wherever you choose to cruise with your family or friends – maybe in Scotland
where you can do some ‘Nessie Spotting’ and take a steam train ride, or perhaps
in the Midi where you will explore fortified, medieval cities such as Carcassonne –
you can all be sure of having an unforgettable time together.

Hotel barges - the perfect
environment for family & friends
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Themed Charter Cruises

We can arrange a wide selection of themed charter cruises which will
appeal to all types of interest groups, large or small.

Wine Appreciation Cruises

Are available in a number of regions in France. On our wine charters you will be
taken directly to the vineyards for private tastings where our wine expert will explain
the grapes, cultivation methods and history at some of the “off the beaten track”
vineyards. You will be tasting fine Burgundies such as Nuits St-Georges, Santenay
and Vosne Romanée, often premier or grand cru vintages that your knowledgeable
guide has chosen with care.
In the Loire Valley we will introduce you to crisp Vouvray and Touraine wines,
nurtured for centuries by their Chateau-owning families, or further south you can
enjoy the lighter, fruitier wines of Provence and the Languedoc-Roussillon. In Alsace
there are the crisp white wines to be found on the Route des Grands Crus. Often
your guide will buy wine on the tour for you to enjoy later in the day on board.
And for lovers of fine whisky, we have even created our own Malt Whisky Trail
in Scotland.

Walking Cruises

The beauty of hotel barging and walking is that two of the most relaxing holidays
possible are merged to give you the best of both worlds. Throughout the season
walkers can enjoy some easy hiking – perhaps along the Great Glen Way in
Scotland, the landscapes of Ireland, or in picturesque Burgundy in the Autumn when
the colours of the countryside are at their finest.

Golf Cruises

Scotland, Ireland, England and France all have great golf courses such as Royal
Dornoch, Wentworth, Sunningdale, Lahinch and Galway Bay which should be
enough to inspire any keen golfer. Tee times can be arranged so that you have time
to play a memorable round of golf and still return to your hotel barge to enjoy a
relaxing cruise with superb food and wine.

Tandem Barge Cruises

These are perfect for larger groups – perhaps a group of friends, or a large family
spanning multiple generations, a wine club, a party of golfers, or a company
incentive group – who require more cabins than a single vessel can provide.
Planned in advance, on certain cruise routes, we can position two hotel barges
together, allowing as many as 20 passengers to cruise in tandem. This is great fun as
there is plenty of opportunity to sample the cuisine of different chefs, host cocktail
parties and enjoy all sorts of activities while still cruising sedately along together.

Other Charter Ideas

Other theme cruises can also be arranged with special itineraries, from Art Cruises in
the Midi, to Flower Show Cruises on the Royal River Thames in England and Opera
Cruises in Italy.

Choose from one of
our many themed
charter cruises
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Burgundy
The wine-growing region of Burgundy lies
at the very heart of rural France with a
rich and unique history.
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Clos de Vougeot
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Burgundy Heart of Rural France – Vineyards & Châteaux
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The Burgundy Canal

Beaune

The Medieval Town of
Semur-en-Auxois

Burgundy…
…boasts some of the world’s finest wines with around 60,000
acres of sunlit vines and arguably the prettiest canals in France. The
Burgundy Canal winds its way in smooth curves through the heart of
renowned wine growing areas such as Chablis, Côte de Beaune and
Côte de Nuits, or rises steeply through a flight of locks that appear
like staircases.
The Nivernais Canal meanders alongside the picturesque River Yonne, through
a largely undiscovered region near the Morvan Hills, passing sleepy villages and
Charolais cattle grazing in the lush pastures. This is the original home of hotel
barging with its hand-swung bridges and old logging sites, and where time
seems to have stood still for centuries.

Châteauneuf-en-Auxois

Typical Cuisine Aboard
Regional Specialities
Terrine du Pêcheur Maison; Tourte Chaude d’Escargots à la
Ciboulette; Filet d’Agneau Sauce au Vin Blanc et Pain d’Épices;
Magret de Canard au Ratafia de Bourgogne; Boeuf Bourguignon;
Oeufs Meurette; Filet de Boeuf Charolais avec Sauce Epoisses
Cheese Board
Aisy Cendré; Bouton de Culotte; Époisses; Ami du Chambertin;
Chaource; Citeaux; Le Petit Vougeot

The landscape around the Burgundy Canal is one of rolling hills covered
in forests of oak, maple and pine and where spring, summer and autumn
each leave a unique signature. Medieval towns are surrounded by unspoilt
countryside and the wonderful markets have stalls brimming with fresh local
products cultivated on the fertile plains.
This is a region with a vast variety of cheeses, in all shapes, sizes and colours,
strong in character or mild and fresh and all can be enjoyed with full-bodied red
Burgundies, or perhaps with lighter white Chablis wines.
Burgundy’s gastronomic tradition is certainly rich and diverse and a sedate
cruise on a hotel barge along one of its delightful waterways will allow you
to indulge in good food and wine, two of the real pleasures in life.
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La Belle Epoque Northern Burgundy

Cruise Burgundy
Aboard the 12 Passenger La Belle Epoque
La Belle Epoque is a spacious, luxurious hotel
barge and sister ship to L’Impressionniste.
Although she originally carried logs from
Burgundy to Paris, she was skilfully converted
in the late 1990's into a delightful hotel barge.
She is now the perfect vessel for cruising the
Burgundy Canal with its towpaths that are
ideal for walking and cycling.
She has been designed with both elegance and
passenger comfort in mind and offers a sun deck with
spa pool, wood-panelled saloon/dining room and
other luxury amenities.
The spacious cabins offer a choice of twin or double
beds with marble en suite facilities. The Captain leads
a crew of six comprising Master Chef, Deck-Hand,
Tour Guide and two Hostesses.

A gentle cruise through
rolling hills past medieval villages
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Burgundy Canal

La Belle Epoque
ITINERARY*
Sunday, Day 1
Venarey-les-Laumes

Guests are met at the Hotel Westminster in Paris and transferred
by private chauffeured minibus to La Belle Epoque. A full crew
Welcome Aboard with champagne and canapés. After time to
settle into your cabin you will enjoy your first dinner on board
and an introduction to Burgundy’s excellent cuisine.

Château d’Ancy-le-Franc

Monday, Day 2
Venarey-les-Laumes to Montbard

Enjoy a leisurely breakfast, then we cruise through woodlands
and rolling fields with great towpath biking and walking
opportunities past the tiny canalside villages of Nogent,
Courcelles and Les Granges. After lunch, we enjoy either a stroll
around the hilltop village of Flavigny-sur-Ozerain, where the film
‘Chocolat’ was set, or a tour of the medieval town of Semuren-Auxois. On the way from the summit of Mount Auxois, we
also look at Alesia, where the last battle between the Gauls and
Romans took place in 52 B.C. and visit the impressive museum.
Dinner on board.

Tuesday, Day 3
Montbard to Ravières

Morning cruise with excellent towpath walking or cycling, passing
the 18th century Forges de Buffon. Then after lunch we escort
you to the exquisite UNESCO World Heritage Site of Abbaye
de Fontenay founded by St Bernard in 1118. Representing a
distinctive example of early Cistercian architecture and virtually
intact, Fontenay allows an exceptional glimpse of Cistercian life
and industry with its peaceful gardens, ponds and fascinating
cloisters, dormitories and scriptorium. Return to the barge and
cruise to Ravières. Dinner on board.

Abbaye de Fontenay

A Small Selection of the
Wines Served Aboard

Cruise Highlights
l

Visit the Abbaye de Fontenay

l

Domaine Bouchard Père et Fils,
Pouilly Fuissé 'Vignes Romanes'

l

Private wine tasting of Chablis wines in the cellars of
a renowned Domaine

l

Domaine Henri Bourgeois,
Sancerre 'Les Baronnes'

l

Visit the village of Flavigny sur Ozerain,location of the
film ‘Chocolat’

l

Villa Ponciago, Fleurie La Salomine

l

Visit to Château d’Ancy-le-Franc

l

Domaine Bouchard Père et Fils,
Meursault 'Les Clous'

l

Visit to Noyers-sur-Serein, one of the most beautiful
villages in Burgundy

l

Domaine Jadot, Moulin à Vent

l

Visit to famous battle site of Alesia

l

Celliers des Ursulines, Santenay Premier Cru

l

Optional hot air ballooning

l

Domaine Ferraton, Châteauneuf du Pape
'Le Parvis'

l

Excellent towpath for walking and cycling

l

"Biking Plus" option available

Wednesday, Day 4
Ravières to Ancy-le-Franc

Morning visit to medieval Noyers-sur-Serein to admire the local
produce, colours and delights of the traditional French market, or
to wander the town ramparts in this, one of the most beautiful
villages in France. We return to the hotel barge and after lunch
on board, enjoy a gentle afternoon cruise past grazing Charolais
cattle, with plenty of opportunity to walk or cycle along the
towpath, to moor in Ancy-le-Franc. Dinner ashore at a local
restaurant.

Thursday, Day 5
Ancy-le-Franc to Lezinnes

Deck Plan

This morning we visit Château d’Ancy-le-Franc. This beautifully
symmetrical, 16th century masterpiece contains France’s biggest
collection of Renaissance murals and is set in magnificent
gardens and parkland. In the afternoon, a gentle cruise as your
hotel barge continues along the Burgundy Canal and descends
through the picturesque locks to moor at Lezinnes. Dinner
on board.

Friday, Day 6
Lezinnes to Tanlay

Santenay

Meursault

Vougeot

Double
Jr. Suite

Sancerre

Nuits St-Georges
l

128 Feet Long

l

12 Passengers

l

6 Crew

l

Sun Deck & Spa Pool

l

l

Chablis

2 Junior Suites

l

12 Touring Bikes

l

Wi-Fi (Subject to Local Reception)

(150 - 165 sq ft incl. en suite)

l

Air-Conditioned

l

CD Player / iPod Dock

4 Staterooms

l

Centrally Heated

l

2 Air-Conditioned Minibuses

(125 - 130 sq ft incl. en suite)

After breakfast we enjoy a leisurely cruise to our final mooring at
Tanlay, with the opportunity to cycle or walk into the picturesque
village of Saint Vinnemer. Following lunch, we tour the vineyards
and town of Chablis, dating back to Roman times and enjoy
a private wine tasting at a renowned winemaker such as the
family-run Domaine Régnard, which makes the most of the
region’s wonderful local terroir to produce high quality wines,
before returning to the barge for Captain’s Farewell Dinner
on board.

Saturday, Day 7
Tanlay

After breakfast, guests are transferred to the Hotel Westminster
in Paris.
*This is a sample itinerary and is subject to change. On alternate weeks
the cruise is in the reverse direction.
La Belle Epoque is operated by a subsidiary of
European Waterways Ltd.
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L’Art de Vivre Burgundy – Lower Nivernais Canal & River Yonne

Cruise Burgundy
Aboard the 8 Passenger L’Art de Vivre
L’Art de Vivre was built in England during World War One as
a supply vessel to the allied troops of the Somme. She has
been carefully transformed by skilled craftsmen into a floating
celebration of the Burgundian “good life”.
The comfortable cabins have modern en suite facilities and the delightful
saloon combines contemporary leather with more traditional furnishings.
There is a sun deck to relax on with a glass of wine as you glide through
the pretty Burgundy countryside, a relaxing spa pool and, of course,
bicycles for exploring the towpath before rejoining the hotel barge at
one of the locks up ahead.
Your crew of four comprises a Captain, Master Chef, Tour Guide
and Hostess, all with a love of the Nivernais Canal and secure in the
knowledge that their vessel represents “L’Art de Vivre” itself.
The region simply oozes charm and the cruise is a journey back in time
along a magical waterway.

A gourmet trip
through pastoral scenery
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Château de Bazoches

Lower Nivernais Canal & River Yonne

L’Art de Vivre
ITINERARY*
Sunday, Day 1
Auxerre

Guests are met at the Hotel Westminster in Paris and
transferred by private chauffeured minibus to the pretty L’Art
de Vivre. Following a champagne welcome, you are free to
explore the medieval town of Auxerre, or take a stroll along
the banks of the River Yonne before returning for dinner
on board.

Wine Cellars in Chablis

Monday, Day 2
Auxerre to Vincelles

Our morning cruise takes us through some delightful locks and
past vineyard-clad hillsides to our rural mooring at Vincelles.
The afternoon excursion is to Chablis, home of one of the most
famous white wines in the world. A tasting in one of the town’s
aged cellars will introduce you to some of the local Petit Chablis
and Chablis wines. Dinner on board.

Tuesday, Day 3
Vincelles to Mailly-la-Ville

After breakfast, our excursion is to the medieval town of Auxerre.
Originally the capital of Lower Burgundy, the town prides itself
on its lavish Renaissance houses, fine churches and particularly
its magnificent cathedral situated close to the river. We then
return to the hotel barge for a cruise southwards through rich
pasturelands and past grazing Charolais cattle to the sleepy
village of Mailly-la-Ville. After your relaxed lunch on board,
perhaps this is a good time to enjoy a walk or bicycle ride along
the towpath. Dinner on board.

Noyers-sur-Serein

A Small Selection of the Wines
Served Aboard
l

Domaine Ferrari, Irancy ‘ Les Palottes’

l

Domaine Bouchard Père & Fils, Pouilly Fuissé

l

Domaine Borgnat, Coulanges la Vineuse

l

Celliers des Ursulines, Saint Romain

l

Domaine Henri Bourgeois, Sancerre 'Les Baronnes'

l

Domaine Bouchard Père et Fils,
Beaune du Château Premier Cru

l

Domaine Louis Jadot,
Moulin à Vent 'Clos de Rochegrès'

l

Domaine Sainte Eugénie, Le Clos Corbières

Cruise Highlights
l

Explore enchanting Auxerre and its
magnificent cathedral

l

Private wine tasting of Chablis and Petit Chablis in
the cellars of a renowned Domaine

l

Tour Noyers-sur-Serein, one of the most beautiful
villages in Burgundy

l

Visit the picturesque town of Vezelay and its
hilltop basilica

l

Visit elegant Château de Bazoches

l

Optional hot air ballooning

l

Excellent towpath for walking and cycling

l

"Biking Plus" option available

Wednesday, Day 4
Mailly-La-Ville to le Saussois

This morning, we visit the charming 14th century medieval market
village of Noyers-sur-Surein, one of the most beautiful villages in
France, on an excursion through delightful countryside. In the
afternoon we cruise past the cliffs at Le Saussois, a stunning
natural setting with an international climbing centre. There will
also be the opportunity to enjoy delightful walks or bicycle rides
along the towpath, before dinner ashore at a local restaurant.

Thursday, Day 5
Le Saussois to Lucy-sur-Yonne

In the morning we enjoy an excursion to the pilgrimage town
of Vézelay, one of Burgundy’s most famous treasures with the
Romanesque Basilica of St Mary Magdalene, craft shops and fine
views of the surrounding countryside. After lunch back on board
L’Art de Vivre, an afternoon cruise through the picturesque Yonne
Valley to arrive at Lucy-sur-Yonne. Dinner on board.

Friday, Day 6
Lucy-sur-Yonne to Chevroches

Deck Plan
Merlot

Chardonnay

A morning cruise through beautiful countryside takes us to our
final mooring at the pretty canalside village of Chevroches and
again this is a perfect time for a walk or a bicycle ride. In the
afternoon, we visit the elegant Château de Bazoches, built in
the 12th century and whose illustrious visitors included Richard
the Lionheart. The château was later remodelled by Maréchal
Vauban and there are wonderful views from its elevated hillside
setting. Captain’s Farewell Dinner on board.

Saturday, Day 7
Chevroches

After breakfast, guests are transferred to the Hotel Westminster
in Paris.
Sauvignon

l

100 Feet Long

l

8 Passengers

l

4 Crew

l

Sun Deck & Spa Pool

Pinot Noir

4 Twin/Double Staterooms

l

8 Touring Bikes

(100 sq ft incl. en suite)

l

Wi-Fi (Subject to Local Reception)

l

Air-Conditioned

l

CD Player / iPod Dock

l

Centrally Heated

l

Air-Conditioned Minibus

l

*This is a sample itinerary and is subject to change. On alternate weeks
the cruise is in the reverse direction.
L’Art de Vivre is operated by a subsidiary of European Waterways Ltd.
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L’Impressionniste Southern Burgundy

Cruise Burgundy
Aboard the 12 passenger L’Impressionniste
Sister ship to La Belle Epoque,
L’Impressionniste began life as a cargo
barge in Holland before undergoing a
complete transformation into the
gorgeous hotel barge she is today.
Her light and airy interior features picture
windows and a selection of prints, fabrics and wall
coverings reminiscent of the era after which she
has been named, while each comfortable cabin is
complemented by an en suite shower room.
The spacious, wood-panelled saloon features
comfortable leather sofas and individually designed
fitted furniture.
A week cruising aboard L’Impressionniste on the
Burgundy Canal introduces you to a wonderful blend
of Burgundian countryside, history and viticulture.

A journey through
Burgundy's vineyards
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Renowned Vineyards

Burgundy Canal

L’Impressionniste
ITINERARY*
Sunday, Day 1
Fleurey-sur-Ouche
Château de Beaune

Guests are met at the Hotel Westminster in Paris and transferred
by private chauffeured minibus to the elegant L’Impressionniste.
A champagne reception welcomes you on board and the
opportunity to meet the captain and crew. Then enjoy your first
dinner on board.

Monday, Day 2
Fleurey-sur-Ouche to Gissey-sur-Ouche

This morning, experience your first day’s cruise along this
enchanting canal, which also promises a walk or cycle along
an ever-present towpath past sleepy villages and pretty lock
houses. After lunch we visit Clos de Vougeot, headquarters
of the esteemed Chevaliers du Tastevin, who award a special
prized label to the finest Côte d‘Or vintages every year. On the
way back to the hotel barge we enjoy a tasting of fine Burgundy
wines in the reputable domaine, Château André Ziltener, a familyrun winery built on the foundations of an old Cistercian abbey.
Dinner on board.

Dijon

Tuesday, Day 3
Gissey-sur-Ouche to La Bussière

After breakfast, enjoy a walking tour of old Dijon, including a visit
to the vivid produce markets, mustard shops and the impressive
Notre-Dame de Dijon, or enjoy some excellent shopping time.
Return to the hotel barge for lunch and a leisurely afternoon cruise
to La Bussière and perhaps a walk or bicycle ride to the next lock
or two. Dinner on board.

Cruise Highlights

A Small Selection of the Wines
Served Aboard
l

Domaine Bouchard Père et Fils, Monthélie

l

Domaine Camus, Charmes Chambertin Grand Cru

l

Domaine Louis Latour,
Chassagne Montrachet Premier Cru

l

Domaine Ferraton, Saint Joseph 'La Source'

l

Domaine Henri Bourgeois, Sancerre 'Les Baronnes'

l

Domaine Clément Lissner, Riesling Grand Cru

l
l

Domaine William Fèvre, Chablis
Domaine Bouchard Père et Fils,
Savigny les Beaunes 'Les Lavières'

l

Visit Clos de Vougeot, home of the Chevaliers
du Tastevin

l

Private wine tastings in the cellars of renowned
Burgundy domaines

l

Tour of Dijon and its markets

l

Visit to 13th century Château de
Bussy-Rabutin

l

Visit to Beaune, including Hôtel-Dieu Hospice

l

Gastronomic private lunch at Château de Beaune

l

Visit to medieval Châteauneuf-en-Auxois

l

Optional hot air ballooning

l

Excellent towpath for walking and cycling

l

"Biking Plus" option available

Deck Plan

Wednesday, Day 4
La Bussière to Pont d’Ouche

After a short morning cruise, we set off on a drive through the
vineyards, stopping en route at the “vigne de l’enfant Jesus”, a
famous vineyard owned by the Domaine Bouchard Père et Fils.
There, a wine expert will give us a real insight into the production
of the domaine’s Grand Cru and Premier Cru wines. We continue
to Beaune, capital of Burgundy wine country, for a winery tour
and private tasting of Bouchard Père et Fils wines before enjoying
a gastronomic lunch in the orangery of Château de Beaune.
Afterwards, we visit the fascinating 15th century Hôtel-Dieu
Hospice and explore the town, before returning to the barge for a
short evening cruise to Pont d’Ouche. Dinner on board.

Thursday, Day 5
Pont d’Ouche to Vandenesse

After breakfast, we cruise to Vandenesse-en-Auxois, passing
grazing white Charolais cattle and picturesque villages, crossing
the only aqueduct on the Burgundy Canal. After lunch on
board, we visit the medieval village, craft shops and castle
of Châteauneuf-en-Auxois, once an outpost of the Dukes of
Burgundy and offering a fine overview of the feeder lakes, canal
and surrounding countryside. Dinner on board.

Friday, Day 6
Vandenesse to Escommes

Monet

Sisley

Our last day’s leisurely cruise takes us to the canal summit, 1,250
feet above sea level, just before the Pouilly tunnel. This afternoon
we visit Château de Bussy-Rabutin and see the portrait gallery
created by the disgraced courtier of King Louis XIV, before
strolling through the gardens and enjoying views of the château
surrounded by its moat. Captain’s Farewell Dinner on board.

Degas

Saturday, Day 7
Escommes

After breakfast, guests are transferred to the Hotel Westminster
in Paris.
Pissarro
l

128 Feet Long

l

12 Passengers

l

6 Crew

l

Sun Deck & Spa Pool

l

l

Cezanne

Renoir

2 Junior Suites

l

Air-Conditioned

l

12 Touring Bikes

(143 - 152 sq ft incl. en suite)

l

Centrally Heated

l

DVD Player / TV

4 Staterooms

l

Wi-Fi (Subject to
Local Reception)

l

2 Air-Conditioned Minibuses

(110 - 127 sq ft incl. en suite)

*This is a sample itinerary and is subject to change. On alternate weeks the
cruise is in the reverse direction.
L’Impressionniste is operated by a subsidiary of European Waterways Ltd.
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Finesse Southern Burgundy

Cruise Burgundy
Aboard the 8 passenger Finesse
Finesse is a luxurious, double-decker hotel barge cruising the scenic River Saône
and Canal du Centre in Southern Burgundy.
Built to exacting standards with luxury in mind, Finesse offers accommodation for up to 8
passengers in four spacious twin or double-bedded suites (approx. 265sq ft including
en suite), each air-conditioned and with beautifully appointed shower-rooms. She
boasts a large saloon with panoramic windows and a demonstration galley
where guests can watch their chef preparing delicious gourmet meals.
She has a very modern and well-designed interior, offering plenty of
natural light. Outside, guests can relax on the large sun deck with
its alfresco dining area, comfortable seating and spa pool.
With her doting crew of five to look after you, Finesse is the
perfect vessel on which to meander through the vineyards
and undulating countryside of Southern Burgundy.

Contemporary style
amidst timeless landscapes
34

Wine Tasting at Château de Chamirey

Southern Burgundy

ITINERARY*

Finesse

Sunday, Day 1
St-Julien-sur-Dheune

Guests are met in Dijon and transferred by air-conditioned minibus
to Finesse for a Champagne Welcome and the opportunity to
meet the crew. Then there is time to wander along the towpath
and admire the classic Burgundy scenery before dinner on board.

Monday, Day 2
St-Julien-sur-Dheune to
St-Léger-sur-Dheune

This morning, we begin our voyage through Southern Burgundy
along the Canal du Centre through undulating countryside to
moor at the little village of St-Leger-sur-Dheune. We descend
a series of locks with plenty of opportunities to disembark and
explore the villages along the way. After lunch on board, we visit
the 14th century Château de Germolles, the best preserved of
the residences of the Dukes of Burgundy, with its ducal chapel,
medieval wall paintings and romantic gardens. Dinner on board.

Autun

Tuesday, Day 3
St-Léger-sur-Dheune to Remigny

This morning, we head to Autun, a town of ancient origins with
Roman gates and a 17,000 seat amphitheatre. The 12th century
cathedral is also renowned for its architecture and its position on
the pilgrims’ route from Vezelay to Santiago de Compestela in
Spain. We return to the barge for lunch, then we cruise to the rural
setting of Remigny, passing along the route the famous wineproducing village of Santenay. Dinner on board.

Cruise Highlights

A Small Selection of the Wines
Served Aboard

l

T our of the historic city of Dijon, including the
magnificent Notre-Dame

Domaine Frederic Curtis, Saint-Véran

l

Visit to the 14th century Château de Germolles

l

Domaine Borgeot, Puligny-Montrachet
'Vieilles Vignes'

l

Tour and private wine tasting at Château de
Chamirey in Mercurey

l

Domaine Coche-Bizouard, Meursault

l

Visit to Beaune, including Hôtel-Dieu Hospice

l

 omaine Francoise et Denis Clair,
D
Hautes Côtes de Beaune

l

Tour of ancient Autun and its 12th
century cathedral

l

Domaine David Duband, Nuits-Saint-Georges

l

l

 omaine Tortochot,
D
Gevrey-Chambertin 'Les Corvées'

Gastronomic lunch ashore at a Michelinstarred restaurant

l

Excellent opportunities for walking and cycling

l

"Biking Plus" option available

l

Domaine Gérard Duplessis, Chablis

l

l

Domaine Jean-Charles Pivot, Côte de Brouilly

Wednesday, Day 4
Remigny to Rully

After breakfast, we set off on a drive through the Côte de Beaune
vineyards to the town of Beaune itself, capital of Burgundy
wine country where we visit the fascinating 15th century HôtelDieu Hospice and explore the quaint shops of the town, before
enjoying a gastronomic lunch at Michelin-starred restaurant Le
Montrachet. After lunch, we return to the barge for an afternoon
cruise past the charming little town of Chagny, to our mooring
near the village of Rully. Dinner on board.

Thursday, Day 5
Rully to Fragnes

This morning, we continue our cruise along the Canal du Centre at
a leisurely pace to moor at the village of Fragnes. There are perfect
opportunities to walk or cycle along the towpath en route. In the
afternoon we escort you on a winery tour and private tasting to
the delightful 17th century Château de Chamirey in Mercurey.
Owned by the Devillard family for five generations, this winery
produces some of the most full-bodied and complex wines of the
Côte Chalonnaise. Dinner on board.

Friday, Day 6
Fragnes to St-Jean-de-Losne

This morning, the barge leaves the winding canal to join the
peaceful River Saône, passing delightful little ports such as
Seurre and Verdun-sur-le-Doubs en route, to arrive at St-Jean-deLosne. After lunch on board, we take a walking tour of old Dijon,
gastronomic capital of France with its mustard shops and home to
the impressive Notre-Dame de Dijon. You might also wish to enjoy
some excellent shopping time. Farewell Dinner on board.

Deck Plan

Saturday, Day 7
St-Jean-de-Losne

After breakfast, guests are transferred by private chauffeured
minibus to their choice of location in Dijon.
*This is a sample itinerary and is subject to change. On alternate weeks the
cruise is in the reverse direction.
Finesse is operated by SAS Enchanté Finesse Croisières.

l

128 Feet Long

l

8 Passengers

l

5 Crew

l

Sun Deck & Spa Pool

4 Twin/Double Suites

l

8 Touring Bikes

l

Telescope

(265 sq. ft. incl. en suite)

l

Demonstration Galley

l

Wi-Fi (Subject to Local Reception)

l

Centrally Heated

l

Air-Conditioned

l

Guest Computer

l

Air-Conditioned

Minibus

l

CD Player / iPod Dock

l
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Canal du Midi
The Midi – a land with a rich heritage – diverse
Mediterranean landscapes, sun-drenched
vineyards and Cathar fortresses.

36

Carcassonne

37
37

Canal du Midi South of France
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The Tree-Lined Canal du Midi

The Fonserannes Lock Flight

Colourful Markets

Sun-drenched vineyards

The 330-Year-Old Canal du Midi…
…skirts the sun-drenched shore of the Mediterranean before meandering
inland through the fabled 'Cathar Country', with its fortified hilltop
villages and walled cities, such as Carcassonne.
This historic canal, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, is defined by its beauty, lined with
plane trees, canalside villages and crossed by pretty, arched bridges. The gentle pace
of life lulls you into unwinding as your hotel barge slowly cruises along this serene
waterway. This is the perfect place for cycling or walking along the ever-present
towpath, or simply watching the scenery drift by as you relax on deck.
You will discover a marvellous blend of ancient Gallo-Roman and traditional
influences reflected throughout this region of historical importance and visit such
places as Pezenas, Minerve and Narbonne.

Typical Cuisine Aboard
Regional Specialities
Noisette d’Agneau des Corbières en Croûte de Sel Sauce Romarin;
Ragout de Calamars à la Provençale; Bouillabaisse; Filet de
Dorade aux Olives Lucques; Tielles Sétoises; Cassoulet de
Castelnaudary; Tarte aux Abricots; Crème Catalane
Cheese Board
Pélardon; Roquefort Papillon; Cathare au Chèvre; Tomme au
Piment d’Espelette

The cuisine is a delicious combination of Provençale and Mediterranean flavours.
Fresh seafood and regional specialities, paired with the excellent local Corbières and
Minervois wines, produce an unforgettable repertoire of dining experiences.
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Anjodi Canal du Midi

Cruise the Canal du Midi Aboard the 8 passenger Anjodi
Anjodi is of classic Dutch design, specifically rebuilt to negotiate the
330-year-old Canal du Midi. She has been completely refurbished in
the tasteful tradition of African hardwoods, hand-crafted panelling
and shining brass, to create a comfortable and charming ambience
reminiscent of a classic yacht.
The well planned accommodation offers a choice of four air-conditioned twin/double
staterooms, each with full en suite facilities. The shaded sun deck is unusually
spacious, with a heated sunken spa pool and comfortable sun loungers.

Classic yacht style amidst
the vibrant colours of the south
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Anjodi has also achieved “film star” status following her many appearances during

the television series Rick Stein’s French Odyssey, when she carried the worldrenowned chef, Rick Stein on a 400-mile voyage of culinary discovery through
Southern France.

Archbishop’s Palace, Narbonne

Canal du Midi

ITINERARY*

Anjodi

Sunday, Day 1
Marseillan

Guests are met at The Clarion Suites in Narbonne and transferred
by private chauffeured minibus to Anjodi. Enjoy a welcome of
chilled Champagne with canapés and the opportunity to
meet your crew, followed perhaps by a relaxing stroll around
the lakeside Mediterranean village of Marseillan, enjoying
a view of the oyster beds and home of Noilly Prat vermouth
Dinner on board.

Monday, Day 2
Marseillan to Portiragnes

This morning we embark on our cruise along the 330-year-old
Canal du Midi through the Bagnas nature reserve, with potential
sightings of flamingos, white egrets and other migrating birds,
under bridges built from the local black volcanic stone. After
lunch on board, we visit Pezenas, the delightful 16th century
capital of the Languedoc mostly known for its associations with
the French playwright Molière. Dinner on board.

Tuesday, Day 3
Portiragnes to Beziers

After breakfast, we cruise further along the canal to our mooring
near Beziers, with plenty of opportunity to walk or cycle along
the towpath. After lunch, we enjoy an informative winery tour
and tasting at the 14th century Château de Perdiguier, named
after King Charles V’s finance minister and famed for its frescoes
and Cabernet Sauvignon, Pinot Noir and Chardonnay wines.
Dinner on board.

Wednesday, Day 4
Beziers to Malpas

A Small Selection of the Wines
Served Aboard

l

Visit to Pezenas, a village associated with the
playwright Molière

l

Private wine tasting at the 14th century Château
de Perdiguier

l

Cruise through the world’s oldest canal tunnel
at Malpas

This morning’s excursion is to Narbonne, a Roman Mediterranean
capital where the Visigoth monarchs once lived. We tour the
Archbishop’s Palace, Cathedral and Via Domitia and explore the
indoor market at the hub of this bustling town, where you will
have time to shop or simply absorb the vibrant atmosphere. We
return to the hotel barge for lunch and cross the aqueduct over
the River Orb, before ascending the 7-lock flight of Fonserannes
through the unique oval locks and on to our mooring for the
evening. Dinner ashore tonight at L’Ambassade, a Michelin-rated
gastronomic restaurant in Beziers.

Thursday, Day 5
Malpas to Capestang

Cruise Highlights

l

Clos Bagatelle, St Chinian 'La Terre de Mon Père'

l

Domaine Perdiguier, Cuvé d'en Auger

l

Villa Ponciago, Fleurie Cuvée les Hauts du Puy

l

Château Puech-Haut, Rosé Prestige

l

Domaine Mas Amiel,
Côtes de Roussillon 'Le Plaisir'

l

See the spectacular hilltop village
of Minerve

l

Domaine Sainte Eugenié, Corbières ' La Reserve'

l

l

Domaine La Croix Belle, Champs des Grillons

Narbonne’s Archbishop’s Palace and
colourful market

Domaine Bouchard Père et Fils, Meursault

l

l

View the Pyrenees mountains across the vineyards
and discover Cathar history

l

Domaine Ventenac,
Chenin-Colombard 'La Cuvée de Marie'

l

Tour Carcassonne – the most complete medieval
fortified city in existence

l

Domaine Hubert de Beauvignac, Picpoul de Pinet

l

Excellent towpath for walking and cycling

l

"Biking Plus" option available

This morning we continue our cruise, passing through the
world’s oldest canal tunnel at Malpas, again with perfect cycling
and walking opportunities along the way. Following lunch, we
take an excursion to Minerve, the ancient capital of Minervois,
which boasts a 12th century Cathar fort surrounded by deep
limestone gorges. Besieged by Simon de Montfort in 1210, its
hilltop location affords spectacular views and the museum’s
fascinating miniature recreation of the bloodthirsty Cathar
rebellion complete the intriguing picture. Returning to the barge,
there is time to explore Capestang, once the summer retreat
of the Bishops of Narbonne, with its magnificent 14th century
collegiate church. Dinner on board.

Friday, Day 6
Capestang to Le Somail

Deck Plan
Romarin

In the morning we embark on our final cruise along the historic
Canal du Midi to the delightful village of Le Somail. After lunch,
we visit Carcassonne. Dating back to the Gallo Roman era, this
is the most complete medieval fortified city in existence today.
With its 52 watchtowers, portcullis and extraordinary repertoire
of defences, it resisted the many armies that tried to storm this
Camelot setting. Captain's Farewell Dinner on board.

Lavande

Saturday, Day 7
Le Somail
Thym
l

100 Feet Long

l

8 Passengers

l

4 Crew

l

Air-Conditioned

4 Twin/Double Staterooms

l

Sun Deck

(91 - 102 sq ft incl. en suite)

l

Spa Pool

l

Wi-Fi (Subject to Local Reception)

l

8 Touring Bikes

l

Centrally Heated

l

CD Player / iPod Dock

l

After breakfast, guests are transferred by private chauffeured
minibus to their choice of location in Narbonne.

Basilic
l

Air-Conditioned
Minibus

*This is a sample itinerary and is subject to change. On alternate weeks
the cruise is in the reverse direction.
Anjodi is operated by a subsidiary of European Waterways Ltd.
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Enchanté Canal du Midi

Cruise the Canal du Midi
Aboard the 8 passenger Enchanté
Enchanté is a state of the art, double-decker hotel barge that
has been built to the highest standard. She provides luxurious
accommodation for up to 8 guests in four equally spacious twin or
double-bedded suites, the largest of any hotel barge on the Canal
du Midi (approx. 165sq ft each including en suite) and with superbly
appointed bathrooms.
The hotel barge is tastefully furnished in a contemporary style, creating a bright,
art deco atmosphere. She has a large, spacious saloon where the attention to
detail is exceptional. She also has a demonstration galley allowing guests to

Contemporary luxury
in charming surroundings
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see the skilled chef at work, CD/iPod sound system, a computer with internet
connection for guests’ use, and heating and air conditioning throughout. There is
a spacious sun deck, with alfresco dining area and gorgeous spa pool.

Canal du Midi

Enchanté
ITINERARY*
			
Sunday,
Day 1
Sallèles d’Aude

Guests are met in Narbonne and transferred by private chauffeured
minibus to Enchanté. A champagne welcome and an introduction
to the Captain and crew, followed by dinner on board.

Monday, Day 2
Sallèles d’Aude to Ventenac

Morning cruise along the delightful Robine Canal, built after the
Canal du Midi to link Narbonne and the Mediterranean, to the
charming historical village of Le Ventenac. Time to explore the
château which was converted into a winery, before an afternoon
excursion to “L’Oulibo”, a local co-operative olive oil press where
we will sample the famous Lucques olives. We continue on to
Minerve, the ancient capital of the Minervois, which boasts a
12th century Cathar fort surrounded by deep limestone gorges.
Besieged by Simon de Montfort in 1210, its hilltop location
affords spectacular views. Dinner on board.

Tuesday, Day 3
Ventenac to Bassanel

A Small Selection of the Wines
Served Aboard

After breakfast, our excursion is to Narbonne, a Roman
Mediterranean capital where the Visigoth monarchs once lived.
Enjoy a visit to the Archbishop's Palace and the indoor market at
the hub of this bustling canalside town, where you will have time
to shop or simply absorb the vibrant atmosphere. Afternoon cruise
past vineyards and pine trees along the “grand bief,” another
engineering prowess unique to the Canal du Midi, to Bassanel.
This picturesque mooring under the trees presents a perfect
opportunity to try your hand at a game of boules, followed by an
alfresco dinner on board.

Cruise Highlights
Private winery tour and tasting of fine
Minervois wines

l

l

Domaine La Gardine, Châteauneuf-du-Pape

l

Château St-Jaques-d'Albas, Minervois

l

Château Les Ollieux Romanis, Corbières

l

Domaine Renaud, Pouilly Fuissé

l

Domaine Les Païssels, Saint Chinian

l

Château des Estanilles, Faugères

l

Domaine Granger, Sancerre

l

Chateau Mire l'Etang, La Clape

l

Domaine La Mijane, Pinot Gris

l

Tour Narbonne’s Archbishop’s Palace and
experience the colourful market

l

Visit an olive oil press to sample the famous
Lucques olives

l

Visit beautiful Lagrasse and its 8th century abbey,
with lunch in a stunning location

l

See the Cathar hilltop village of Minerve with its
spectacular setting

l

Tour of the medieval city of Carcassonne

l

Excellent towpath for walking and cycling

l

"Biking Plus" option available
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Wednesday, Day 4
Bassanel to Puichéric

This morning we visit a Benedictine Abbey founded in the 8th
century. Nestled in Lagrasse, a village awarded the title of “Plus
beaux villages de France” and home to many artisans who have
set up workshops in the medieval centre, the restored Abbey
was once one of the most prosperous thanks to Charlemagne’s
charter. Then we sample some local cuisine with lunch ashore in
a spectacular setting overlooking the Corbières vineyards, before
returning to the barge to cruise to Puichéric, past “l’Epanchoir”,
one of the bridges invented by Pierre Riquet for the Canal du Midi.
Dinner on board.

Thursday, Day 5
Puichéric to Marseillette

Today we cruise along the 330-year-old canal ascending its
trademark locks as the relief becomes steeper. This is a great
opportunity to walk from one lock to the next as Enchanté
navigates the triple locking system. The afternoon excursion is
a wine tour and a tasting at Château Saint Jacques d’Albas in
Minervois, one of the few regions to receive the much-envied
French mark of approval for wines known as A.O.C. (Appellation
d’Origine Contrôlée).This informative tour offers an opportunity
to sample wine in situ and find out more about the Languedoc’s
long-standing and continuing wine trade. Dinner on board.

Friday, Day 6
Marseillette to Trèbes

Fascinating morning tour of Carcassonne. Dating back to the
Gallo-Roman era, this is the most complete medieval fortified
city in existence today with its 52 watchtowers, portcullis and
extraordinary repertoire of defences, which resisted the many
armies that tried to storm this glorious Camelot setting. This
afternoon we cruise through the dappled cathedral-like plane
trees to Trèbes. Once a major ally to Carcassonne, this medieval
town still retains unique paintings within its 14th century church.
Farewell Dinner on board.

Saturday, Day 7
Trèbes

After breakfast, guests are transferred by private chauffeured
minibus to their choice of location in Narbonne.
*This is a sample itinerary and is subject to change. On alternate weeks the
cruise is in the reverse direction.
Enchanté is operated by SAS Enchanté Finesse Croisières.
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Clair de Lune Canal du Midi

Cruise the Canal du Midi

Aboard the 6 passenger Clair de Lune

Clair de Lune is a deluxe hotel barge tastefully furnished with
cherrywood and African hardwoods that provide a sophisticated,
modern interior. She provides superior accommodation for up to
6 guests in three contemporary double or twin junior suites with
en suite facilities, which make her ideal for family charters.

We cruise the canal between the charming village of Le Somail and the fortified
city of Carcassonne, discovering some of the most beautiful scenery in the south
of France along the way. During our voyage along the outstanding Canal du Midi
we visit historical sites such as the spectacular Cathar village of Minerve, the
elegant city of Narbonne and enjoy wine tastings at renowned local domaines.

There is a comfortable, stylish dining area and saloon with picture windows
and a large sundeck with a spa pool from which to admire the passing
countryside, together with bicycles for exploring the towpath alongside this
famous waterway.

From mid-July to September, Clair de Lune cruises an alternative itinerary on the
Canal du Midi passing Carcassonne and Castelnaudary. Excursions included are
to Limoux for a private wine tasting, the medieval Cathar town of Mirepoix and
beautiful Lac de Saint-Ferréol.

A stylish way
to cruise a famous canal
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Narbonne Indoor Market

Minerve

Canal du Midi

Clair de Lune
ITINERARY*
Sunday, Day 1
Le Somail

Guests are met at The Clarion Suites in Narbonne and transferred
by private chauffeured minibus to Clair de Lune. The crew welcomes
you on board with a glass of chilled champagne and canapés. Time
for a walk or bicycle ride before your first dinner on board.

Monday, Day 2
Le Somail to Argens-Minervois

After breakfast, we cruise to Argens-Minervois through beautiful,
far-reaching scenery with the foothills of the Pyrenees in the
distance, which you can admire from the sundeck. After lunch, your
guide takes you to the impressive village of Minerve, boasting a
12th century Cathar fort surrounded by deep limestone gorges.
Besieged by Simon de Montfort in 1210, its hilltop location
affords spectacular views. A fascinating recreation in miniature of
the bloodthirsty Cathar rebellion and a small museum complete
this intriguing visit. On the way back to the hotel barge we visit
a producer of fine Minervois wines, Domaine Massamier La
Mignarde, for a private tasting. Dinner on board.

Tuesday, Day 3
Argens-Minervois to La Redorte

This morning we cruise through a series of locks and the little port
of Homps to moor at La Redorte. After lunch on board, we visit
a local goats’ cheese farm at Combebelle to meet the cheesemakers and sample their award-winning products, then continue
to “L’Oulibo”, a local olive oil press where we will sample the local
Lucques olives. Return to the hotel barge, to relax with an aperitif
in the shade of the plane trees. Dinner on board.

A Small Selection of the
Wines Served Aboard

Cruise Highlights

Wednesday, Day 4
La Redorte to Marseillette

l

Tour the fortified City of Carcassonne

l

Visit Narbonne with its Archbishop’s Palace and
lively covered market

l

Private Minervois wine tasting at the Domaine
Massamier La Mignarde

l

Tour of medieval Lagrasse and its Benedictine abbey

l

Château de Gorgazaud, Viognier

l

Domaine Beauvignac, Picpoul de Pinet

l

Château La Liquiere, Cistus

l

Domaine des Ânes, Fontanilles

l

Domaine de l’Hortus, Pic Saint Loup

l

Domaine de l’Ancienne
Mercerie, Fougères

Private wine tasting at the Château Villemagne

l

After breakfast, we drive you to the beautiful city of Narbonne, a
Roman Mediterranean capital where the Visigoth monarchs once
lived. Enjoy the Archbishop’s Palace and Horreum, and explore
the indoor market, Les Halles, at the hub of this bustling town,
where you will have time to shop or simply absorb the relaxed
atmosphere. Then we enjoy lunch in a typical French restaurant
close to Les Halles. In the afternoon, we cruise to Marseillette, a
perfect opportunity for walking or cycling along the towpath, or
just lying back in the spa pool and enjoying the passing scenery.
Dinner on board.

l

Château Puech-Haut,
Coteaux du Languedoc Prestige

Visit an olive oil press to sample the famous
Lucques olives

Thursday, Day 5
Marseillette to Villedubert

l

Tour of the hilltop village of Minerve

l

Château Aqueria, Tavel

l

Excellent towpath for walking and cycling

l

Château la Negly, La Clape

l

Morning cruise to our mooring at the lock near the village of
Villedubert. Lunch is prepared by your chef, before we leave the
hotel barge and drive to the medieval village of Lagrasse. It is
one of the most beautiful villages in France, with an 8th century
Benedictine abbey and many skilled artisans’ workshops located
amongst the narrow, winding streets. Then enjoy a wine tasting at
Château Villemagne, an established family-run domaine producing
distinctive Corbières and other wines. Dinner on board.

Friday, Day 6
Villedubert to Carcassonne

This morning we cruise to our final destination and one of the
highlights of the week, Carcassonne. After lunch on board, your
guide will accompany you to the most complete medieval fortified
city in existence today, dating back to the Gallo Roman era. With
its 52 watchtowers, portcullis and extraordinary repertoire of
defences, it resisted the many armies that tried to storm this
Camelot setting. You can walk the ramparts, visit the Château
and step back in time. Captain’s Farewell Dinner on board.

Deck Plan
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Saturday, Day 7
Carcassonne

After breakfast, guests are transferred by private chauffeured
minibus to their choice of location in Narbonne.
●

100 Feet Long

●
l
●
l
●
l

6 Passengers
100
Feet Long
Crew
64Passengers
Air-Conditioned
4 Crew

l

Air-Conditioned

3 Twin/Double
Junior Suites
3 Twin/Double Junior Suites
● Wifi (Subject to Local
(135 sq ft incl. en suite)
Reception)
Wi-Fi (Subject to Local
Reception)

●

l

l

●
●

Centrally Heated
Deck
lSun
Centrally

Heated
Spa Pool
l Sun Deck
● 6 Touring Bikes
l Spa Pool
●

l

6 Touring Bikes

●

CD Player / iPod Dock

●
l

Air-Conditioned
CD
Player / iPod Minibus
Dock

l

Air-Conditioned
Minibus

*This is a sample itinerary and is subject to change. On alternate weeks
the cruise is in the reverse direction.
From mid-July to September, Clair de Lune cruises an alternative itinerary.
Please see our website for more details.
Clair de Lune is operated by La Nomade sarl.
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Athos Canal du Midi

Cruise the Canal du Midi

Aboard the 10 passenger Athos

Athos is a 103ft hotel barge, accommodating
10 passengers in five comfortable,
air-conditioned cabins.
Built in 1964, she started life transporting sand, grain
and wine, and her association with wine continues
today as she gracefully meanders through the
Languedoc-Roussillon region of France.
Her spacious accommodation and public areas
create the perfect ambience for a restful holiday.

ITINERARY*
Sunday, Day 1
Argeliers

Tuesday, Day 3
La Croisade to Capestang

Guests are met in Beziers and transferred by private chauffeured
minibus to Athos. A full-crew Welcome Aboard follows, with
champagne and Mediterranean canapés. Once you are settled into
your cabin, you will be invited to your first 4-course dinner on board,
prepared by the highly skilled chef.

After breakfast we enjoy a tasting at “L’Oulibo”, the local olive
oil press. After tasting those organic and wholesome olives
accompanied by a glass of rosé, we take a short drive up the Gorge
de la Cesse and into the hilltop village of Minerve. Your guide will
regale you with the harrowing tale of the Cathar siege launched at
Minerve during the 13th century. Relax after lunch on board, whilst
we cruise to Capestang, or you can enjoy a wine tasting at a local
château, such as Château Cabezac. Return to the hotel barge for
dinner on board and admire the floodlit Collegiale St. Etienne.

Monday, Day 2
Argeliers to La Croisade

Enjoy breakfast in a comfortable chair on the upper deck of the
hotel barge, before we drive to the famous medieval double-walled
city of Carcassonne. Your knowledgeable guide will provide a full
tour of this historical place and ensure that you also have time to
browse the shops! Return to the hotel barge for a gourmet lunch
(perhaps including the famous duck confit stew, cassoulet) and an
afternoon's cruise to La Croisade, with plenty of opportunity to walk
or bicycle along the towpath. Dinner on board.

Wednesday, Day 4
Capestang to Fonserannes

After breakfast, we take a trip to the weekly morning market
in Narbonne. Even for non-shoppers, Narbonne offers much
entertainment. Explore an excavated portion of the original Roman
road, the Via Domitia, visit the Roman Museum, discover the
beauty of St. Juste Cathedral or simply relax at one of the many
cafés. Return to Athos for lunch on board and then we begin our
cruise to Fonserannes. From our mooring tonight you will have a
glorious view of the town of Beziers and the Cathedral St. Nazaire.
Dinner on board.
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Thursday, Day 5
Fonserannes to Portiragnes

This morning we drive to the old market town of Pezenas, which
was the first seat of the Languedoc court. The architecture is unique
within this region because of the “Hotels Particuliers” or mansions
belonging to the noble families who followed the Court. It is filled
with artisans’ shops, including painters, hat makers, and costume
designers. Once again, your guide makes sure that there is time
to browse, as well as learning about the history. After lunch we
begin our negotiation of a 17th century feat of engineering, the
Fonserannes Staircase Locks. Then we traverse the 18th century
aqueduct over the River Orb. The paved towpath and the many
locks leading to our mooring make it an ideal afternoon for walking
or bicycling alongside the barge. Dinner on board.

Friday, Day 6
Portiragnes to Marseillan

This morning, we get underway earlier than usual, cruising through
the area known as the “Petite Camargue”. Bird watchers should
look out for the local species such as pink flamingos, African Rollers
and Bee Eaters. After passing through the exceptional “round lock”
at Agde, a spectacular and appropriate seafood lunch awaits you,
as you enter the open-waters of the Etang de Thau. The Etang hosts
Europe's largest mussel and oyster beds. As we moor in the port at
Marseillan, you will notice the enclosure of the Noilly Prat vermouth
distillery. End a perfect day with a fascinating tour of the distillery
and, if you choose, a tasting of Noilly Prat before the Captain’s
Farewell Dinner on board.

Saturday, Day 7
Marseillan

After breakfast guests are transferred by private chauffered minibus
to their choice of location in Beziers.
*This is a sample itinerary and is subject to change. On alternate weeks
the cruise is in the reverse direction.
Athos is operated by Julian Farrant, Athos.

Béziers
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Gascony & Bordeaux
A region of vividly colourful landscapes,
wonderful gastronomy and a ‘terroir’ that
produces world-renowned wines.

48
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Gascony & Bordeaux Southwest France, Canal de Garonne
Crossing the Pont-Canal du Cacor

Vineyards of Bordeaux

Cruise the Bordeaux Region

Typical Cuisine Aboard

Aboard the 8 passenger Rosa

Regional Specialities
Entrecôte de Bazas à la Bordelaise; Confit de
Canard et Son Jus au Thym; Foie Gras Poélé
Déglacé au Vin de Figues; Filet de Truite au
Beurre Blanc; Gâteau Basque; Pruneaux à
l’Armagnac

Rosa is an old Dutch “Clipper” barge that was completely refitted in 2010 to a high
specification. Her saloon is particularly welcoming and features attractive wood panelling,
comfortable seating and a cosy bar. There are four air-conditioned staterooms, each with full
en suite facilities and offering comfortable accommodation for 8 passengers.
Outside there is a spacious sun deck with
comfortable furniture. Along with Anjodi, Rosa
featured in the hugely successful television
series, Rick Stein’s French Odyssey.

Gascony

The “Canal des Deux Mers”, comprising
of the Canal de Garonne and the
Canal du Midi, links the Atlantic to the
Mediterranean, passing through the
region of L’Occitanie – a veritable palette
of colours and scents created by orchards
and vineyards. On our cruise through Gascony along
the Canal de Garonne, we visit medieval fortified
‘bastides’ such as Valence d’Agen, learn about and
taste some of the region’s wonderful local products and
pass picturesque villages and quaint farms.

Bordeaux

The Bordeaux region, with its special ‘terroir’, has been
producing wine for around 2,000 years and some of the château
estates have gained worldwide recognition for their superb and longlived vintages. On your cruise aboard Rosa, there will be the opportunity
to learn more about the complex science of viticulture on tours to such
places as Saint-Emilion, including of course a tasting of some fine wines. We
will also explore the countryside surrounding the Val de Garonne and see towns
such as historic Nérac and elegant Marmande.

A gentle voyage through mellow landscapes
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Cheese Board
Le Bleu de Quercy; Templais Sec; Tomme de
Lomagne; Cabécou; Roquefort; Laguiole

Canal de Garonne

ITINERARY*

Rosa

GASCONY - Spring/Summer
Day 1 Montauban
Guests are met in Toulouse, then given a Champagne Welcome
aboard Rosa, moored in Montauban, before a brief tour of the
town and the first gourmet dinner on board.
Day 2 Montauban to Montech
This morning Rosa climbs a ten-lock flight en route to Montech. An
afternoon visit to Château Bellevue la Fôret for a tour and tasting of their
cuvée 'Optimum'. Dinner on board.
Day 3 Montech to Castelsarrasin
First, a guided tour of the remarkable inclined Water Plane, an
amazing feat of engineering, then we cruise to Castelsarrasin.
After lunch, a short drive to the Abbaye Belleperche to visit the
fascinating "Les Arts de la Table" exhibition.
Day 4 Castelsarrasin to Moissac
We cruise via the 1,000 foot long Pont Canal du Cacor to moor for lunch
on the River Tarn by an old watermill. Then we visit Moissac's UNSECOclassified 7th century Abbaye St-Pierre and explore the many arts and
crafts workshops. Dinner ashore at a fine restaurant in front of the abbaye.
Day 5 Moissac to Valence d’Agen
Today, Rosa rises up from the River Tarn to cruise past the
Quercy massif to moor at Pommevic, before a visit to Château de
Goudourville and a tour of Auvillar, a beautiful village perched
high above the River Garonne. Afternoon cruise to the Bastide
town of Valence d'Agen. Dinner on board.
Day 6 Valence d’Agen to Agen
A morning cruise to the historic town of Agen. Then a tour and
tasting at Armagnac producer Domaine de Lapeyrade, before
seeing the medieval town and castle of Nérac, once home to
Henry IV of France. Captain’s Farewell Dinner on board.

Moissac

Cruise Highlights
Bordeaux

Gascony
l

Visit the renowned Château Bellevue la Fôret for a
winery tour and private tasting

l

Tour of the famous Saint Emilion

l

Cruise across the 1,000 foot long Pont
Canal du Cacor

 Visit the impressive Château de Duras
l  Visit to the Bastide village of Vianne and ancient
Barbaste

l

Visit to Château de Goudourville

l

l

Tour the medieval town and castle of Nérac

l

Guided tour and private tasting at a renowned
local Armagnac producer

l

l

Cruise across the 1,900 foot long Pont
Canal d'Agen

l

Wine, cheese and Armagnac tastings

l

 Visits to the village of Le Mas d’Agenais and the
colourful market of Marmande

Visit Moissac and its UNESCO-classified abbey

A Small Selection of the Wines Served Aboard
l

Vignoble Dourthe, Château Pey La Tour,

l

Château Bellevue la Foret, Côtes du Frontonnais,
Cuvée Optimum

Domaine Lussac, Château Lyonnat,

l

Baron d’Ardeuil, Buzet

Lussac-Saint Emilion

l

Château Roquetaillade Le Bernet, Graves

Château Larrivaux, Vicomtesse de Carheil,
Haut Médoc

l

Château D'Arcins, Haut-Médoc Cru bourgeois

l

Château Cheval Noir, Saint Emilion Grand Cru

Bordeaux Superieur
l

l

Deck Plan

Deck Plan
Toulouse-Lautrec
Toulouse

Double

Bridge
Crew

Galley

Dining
Room

Saloon

Twin

De Sevérac

De Sevérac

l
l
l
l

Day 7 Agen
After breakfast, guests are transferred by private chauffeured
minibus to their choice of location in Toulouse.

Ingres

Ingres

Twin

Double

Champollion
Champollion

● 2 Double Staterooms
● Air-Conditioned
100 Feet Long
l 2 Double Staterooms
l 2 Twin Staterooms
l 8 Touring Bikes
100 Feet●Long
(104 – 110 sq ft incl. en suite)
● 8 Passengers
Centrally Heated
l Air-Conditioned
(104 – 110 sq ft incl. en suite)
(92 – 107 sq ft incl. en●suite)
8 Passengers
● 4 Crew
● Sun Deck
Minibus
l Wi-Fi (Subject ● 2 Twin Staterooms l Centrally Heated
4 Crew
(92 – 107 sq ft incl. en suite)
● Air-Conditioned
● 8 Touring Bikes
to
Local
Reception)
l
Air-Conditioned
Sun Deck

BORDEAUX - Summer/Autumn

Day 1 Castet-en-Dorthe
Guests are met in Bordeaux, then given a Champagne Welcome
by the crew aboard Rosa, moored in Castet-en-Dorthe, before the
first gourmet dinner on board.
Day 2 Castet-en-Dorthe to Meilhan
Morning cruise to Meilhan-sur-Garonne. Afternoon tour of Saint
Emilion, centre of the best known Bordeaux appellations, then on
to Château Bausejour-Bescot, producer of premier and grand crus
wines for tasting. Dinner on board.
Day 3 Meilhan to Le Mas d'Agenais
A morning cruise to the charming village of Le Mas d'Agenais,
then an afternoon visit to the impressive 14th century Château
de Duras. Dinner on board.
Day 4 Le Mas d’Agenais to Buzet-sur-Baïse
We enjoy Marmande's colourful market, before cruising to pretty
Damazan. After lunch we visit Le Mas d’Agenais with its ancient
church housing an original Rembrandt, then visit a local cheese
workshop for a tour and tasting. Dinner ashore at a local auberge.
Day 5 Buzet-sur-Baïse to Serignac-sur-Garonne
We visit the traditional cooperage of St. Martin, before heading to
the Bastide village of Vianne and on to ancient Barbaste with its
fortified mill and four square towers. Then an afternoon cruise to
Serignac-sur-Garonne. Dinner on board.
Day 6 Serignac-sur-Garonne to Boé
We visit the medieval town and castle of Nérac in the footsteps
of King Henry IV, before a tour and tasting at Armagnac producer
Domaine de Lapeyrade. Our final cruise towards Boé crosses one
of France’s longest aqueducts over the River Garonne. Captain's
Farewell Dinner on board.
Day 7 Boé
After breakfast, guests are transferred by private chauffeured
minibus to their choice of location in Bordeaux.
*These are abridged sample itineraries and are subject to change. On
alternate weeks in the relevant period each cruise is in the reverse direction.
Please see our website for full details.
Rosa is operated by Rives du Sud sarl.
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Château de Chenonceau

Loire Valley
A fairytale region of exquisite
Renaissance châteaux,
Royal French history and
contrasting waterways.
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Loire Valley Upper Loire & Western Burgundy

54

Vineyards of Sancerre

Château de Fontainebleau

Château de Sully-sur-Loire

Aqueduct at Briare

The River Loire…
…and its main tributary, the River Cher, have carried
cargo and passengers for over 2,000 years, since
pre-Roman times. The Valley of the Kings is a
timeless region of spectacular beauty and
grace and we are delighted to offer the only
hotel barge navigating the heart of the
real Loire Valley.
The proximity of such a wealth of gorgeous
Renaissance architecture makes a cruise along
the Cher a unique travel experience.

Typical Cuisine Aboard
Regional Specialities
Feuilleté de Crottin de Chavignol; Filet de Sandre
Sauce Échalotes et Persil; Filet Mignon de Veau
aux Champignons de Saumur; Friture d’ Éperlans
Sauce Tartare
Cheese Board
Valencay; St Maure de Touraine; Selles sur
Cher; Pouligny St Pierre; Crottin de Chavignol;
Chabichou du Poitou
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Renaissance Upper Loire & Western Burgundy

Cruise the Upper Loire & Western Burgundy
Aboard the 8 passenger Renaissance
Renaissance is a very spacious hotel barge that accommodates up to
8 passengers in ultimate luxury. Her cruise route takes her across the
mighty River Loire on the Canal de Briare, France’s oldest canal and
steeped in history, past beautiful scenery and small country villages
towards Sancerre, a region famed for its wonderful white wines.
Her interior includes a delightful dining area and a beautifully appointed saloon,
while the extremely generous accommodation features four suites, each averaging
250 sq ft including a large en suite bathroom. Renaissance’s other features
include a forward deck with a roof extension for alfresco dining and an on-deck
heated spa pool.

Typical Cuisine Aboard
Regional Specialities
Filet Mignon de Charolais; Medallion d’Agneau Farci; Filet
de Sole Chablisienne; Canard au Petits Navets
Cheese Board
Aisy Cendré; Bouton de Culotte; Epoisses;
Ami du Chambertin

Ultimate luxury on board our flagship
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Canal de Briare &
Canal Latéral à la Loire

Renaissance
ITINERARY*
Sunday, Day 1
Montargis

Guests are met at the Hotel Westminster in Paris and transferred by
private chauffeured minibus to the spacious Renaissance where a
champagne welcome with canapés awaits and you meet the Captain
and crew. Time enough to explore the pretty village of Montargis on foot
or bicycle, before dinner on board.

Monday, Day 2
Montargis to Montbouy

Morning cruise through the Loire countryside, with great towpath
walking and cycling opportunities, to Montbouy. After lunch we
visit Château de Fontainebleau, a national museum and UNESCO
World Heritage Site. To walk through this magnificent palace is to
walk through the history of France. It is the only royal and imperial
château to have been continuously inhabited for seven centuries
and every French royal family added its own architectural style and
features when in residence. Dinner on board.

Tuesday, Day 3
Montbouy to Rogny-les-Sept-Ecluses

A Small Selection of the Wines
Served Aboard

l

Visit to Château de Fontainebleau

This morning we visit Château de Sully-sur-Loire. The castle
originally belonged to Georges de la Trémoïlle, who infuriated
Joan of Arc by encouraging the Dauphin to devote himself to idle
hunting in the forests around Sully. After Joan's failure to liberate
Paris in1430, de la Trémoïlle imprisoned her in the castle. In the
18th century Voltaire, exiled from Paris, also spent time at the
château. Following lunch back on board, we enjoy an afternoon
cruise to our mooring at the pretty village of Rogny-les-SeptEcluses, near its 350-year-old 7 lock-flight, which is well worth
visiting on foot. Dinner on board.

Wednesday, Day 4
Rogny-les-Sept-Ecluses to La Gazonne

Cruise Highlights

l

Domaine Jean Teiller, Menetou-Salon

l

l

Domaine Henri Bourgeois,
Sancerre ‘Les Baronnes’

Visit to the privately-owned Château de
la Bussière

l

7-lock flight at Rogny-Les-Sept-Ecluses

l

Domaine Mabileau, Saint Nicolas de Bourgueuil

l

l

Domaine Bouchard Père et Fils,
Beaune du Château Premier Cru

Visit to Château de Sully-sur-Loire, a moated
fortress and ‘monument historique’

l

Cruise across the aqueduct at Briare, built by
Gustave Eiffel over the River Loire

l

Private wine tasting in Sancerre
Visit Gien, home of the Faience pottery

l

Domaine Ferraton, Saint Joseph 'La Source'

l

Domaine Sainte Eugénie, Le Clos Corbières

After a leisurely breakfast of fresh croissants, baguettes and
assorted pastries we visit Gien, home of the Faience pottery,
renowned for its beautifully decorated and vibrant dinnerware, and
also explore the town’s bustling market. After lunch, we enjoy an
afternoon cruise to La Gazonne, a beautiful mooring surrounded
by lakes and ponds that provide water for the workings of the
Canal de Briare. Dinner ashore at the Michelin-starred Auberge
des Templiers in Les Bezards.

Thursday, Day 5
La Gazonne to Briare

l

Domaine Clément Lissner, Riesling Grand Cru

l

l

Celliers des Ursilines, Saint Romain

l

Excellent towpath for walking and bicycling

l

"Biking Plus" option available

Deck Plan

A morning cruise to our mooring at the little town of Briare, site of
Gustave Eiffel’s magical aqueduct across the River Loire, again with
excellent walking and bicycling opportunities. We preview Friday’s
crossing of this amazing 10,000 ton, 662 metre Pont Canal which was
completed in September 1896. This afternoon, we visit the delightful,
privately-owned Château de La Bussière, known as the ‘fishermen's
castle’, with its wonderful ornamental and vegetable gardens.
Dinner on board.

Friday, Day 6
Briare to Châtillon-sur-Loire

Deck Plan

Terrace

Spa
Pool
Spa
Pool

Terrace
Saloon

Galley

Saloon

Dining Room

Galley

Dining Room

This morning we wander around fruit and vegetable, seafood, cheese
and French fashion stalls in the market in Briare before returning to
the hotel barge for a short cruise across the aqueduct and lunch on
board. Our afternoon visit is to a renowned winery in Sancerre, such as
Domaine Henri Bourgeois in Chavignol, for a tour and private tasting.
This medieval hilltop village overlooks a vibrant region which has known
viticulture since Roman times. Captain’s Farewell Dinner on board.

Saturday, Day 7
Double
or Twin
Double or
Twin

128 Feet Long
Feet Long
l● 8128
Passengers
● 128
Feet Long 1
Passengers
l● 58Crew
● 8 Passengers
1
5 Crew
l● Spa
Pool & Sun Deck
● 5 Crew
1
● 4 Twin/Double Suites
● Spa Pool & Sun Deck
1
l

Double
or Twin
Double or
Twin

Moliere
Moliere

Dumas
Dumas

Moliere

Dumas

l

l
l

4 Twin/Double Suites
● Air-Conditioned
(Average
250 sq ft incl. en suite)
● 4●Twin/Double
Suites
Centrally-Heated
Air-Conditioned
(260
– 270
sq ft incl.
en suite)
● CD
Player/iPod
Dock
TV/DVD in suites
● Air-Conditioned
● Spa Pool
● Centrally Heated

Double
or Twin
Double or
Twin

Double
or Twin
Double or
Twin

Hugo
Hugo

Voltaire
Voltaire

Hugo

Voltaire

l CD Player/ iPod dock
8 Touring Bikes
● Wifi (Subject to
Sun DeckHeated
l● Centrally
l Air-Conditioned
Minibus
Local
Reception)
● Air-Conditioned
● Wiﬁ
CD Player
/
iPod
Dock
(Subject
to
Minibus
l● Wi-Fi
(Subject to
●
●Local
Reception)
TV/DVD
in Suites
● Local
8Air-Conditioned
Touring
Bikes, Minibus
Reception)
● Sat. TV/DVD in Suites
● 1
8 Tandem
Touring Bikes,
on request
● Telescope
1 Tandem on request
l

Châtillon-sur-Loire

After breakfast, guests are transferred by private chauffeured
minibus to the Hotel Westminster in Paris.
*This is a sample itinerary and is subject to change. On alternate weeks the
cruise is in the reverse direction.
Renaissance is operated by a subsidiary of European Waterways Ltd.
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Nymphea Loire Valley

Cruise the Loire Valley
Aboard the 6 passenger Nymphea
Nymphea’s six-passenger Dutch design with its shallow draft is ideal
for navigating the beautiful sandy reaches of the River Cher in the
Loire Valley. Very few other vessels are able to navigate this
delightful waterway.
Her traditional ship’s interior features a warm, classic décor of richly varnished
hardwoods, stained glass and a welcoming country house atmosphere.

Classic yacht décor
amongst the chateaux
58

Nymphea offers comfortable, compact accommodation with one twin/doublebedded and two twin-bedded cabins, all with en-suite facilities. Her crew of
Captain/Tour Leader and Master Chef are most knowledgeable about the
regional wine and cuisine. Six touring bicycles are always available to explore the
river towpath and surrounding countryside.

Loire Valley

Nymphea
ITINERARY*
Sunday, Day 1
Moulin de Nitray

Guests are met near Tours and transferred by private chauffeured
minibus to hotel barge Nymphea where the crew and a
Champagne Welcome await you at our mooring opposite the 17th
century Moulin de Nitray. Dinner on board.

Clos Lucé - home of Leonardo Da Vinci

Monday, Day 2
Moulin de Nitray to Larcay

A morning cruise through two locks takes us to the quaint town
of Larcay where we moor under the weeping willows for lunch. In
the afternoon we enjoy an excursion to Château de Villandry, the
last of the great Renaissance châteaux to be built on the banks of
the Loire. The château is world-renowned for its amazing array of
ornamental, water, vegetable and herb gardens. Dinner on board.

Tuesday, Day 3
Larcay to Vallet

After a morning cruise past some charming private châteaux, we tie up
opposite the hamlet of Vallet, a cluster of classic Tourangeau architecture
grouped around its 18th century mill. From there we drive to Amboise
on the banks of the Loire, where we visit the Royal Château d’Amboise, a
royal residence of the Kings of France for 200 years. We also visit Château
du Clos Lucé nearby, Leonardo Da Vinci’s home for the last 3 years of his
life. Dinner on board.
Château d'Amboise

Château de Villandry

A Small Selection of the Wines
Served Aboard

Wednesday, Day 4
Vallet to Chissay-en-Touraine

Cruise Highlights
l

l

Domaine Baudry Dutour, Rosé de Chinon Cuvée
Marie-Justine

l

Château de Chaintres, Saumur Champigny

l

Domaine de la Renaudie, Touraine Blanc

l

Château de Fontenay, La Reserve de Jean

l

Lycée Viticole d’Amboise, Cabernet Franc

l

Château de la Grille, Chinon

l
l

l

Cruise under the famed Château de Chenonceau
 Visit a Troglodyte cave dwelling and see the
silkworm nursery

l

Excursion to the Château d’Amboise and Château
du Clos Lucé

l

Private wine tastings at Montrichard and the
Domaine de Fontenay

l

Visit to Château de Villandry and its
magnificent gardens

Domaine de la Grange, Les Buissonnets

l

Colourful street markets

Château de Nitray, Cabernet Franc,
Les Meuriers

l

Optional hot air ballooning

Whilst cruising in the morning we may pull in to the tiny landing stage
next to Domaine Bruno Currassier. A two-minute walk brings us to the
courtyard where we can taste their range of Touraine wines as an aperitif
before lunch. In the afternoon we cruise under the 5-arch bridge of the
impressive Château de Chenonceau and moor at Chisseaux. From there
we take a short drive in the air-conditioned minibus to visit Chenonceau,
often called ‘the ladies château’, after those such as Henry II’s mistress,
Diane de Poitiers, who added the bridge over the River Cher and the
beautiful gardens. Upon our return we cruise upstream to Chissayen-Touraine and have dinner tonight in one of the local restaurants
specializing in Loire regional cooking.

Thursday, Day 5
Chissay-en-Touraine to Montrichard

A morning cruise takes us towards the troglodyte village of
Bourré and we moor near one of the more unusual dwellings, La
Magnaneraie. The Coquillat family have grown up in this hillside
troglodyte habitation, which has been in turn a wine cellar, a
quarry for the tuffeau stone, and lastly, a silkworm nursery. After
lunch we drive to Valencay, one of the most splendid châteaux of
the Loire. We then cruise to Montrichard where we moor for the
night. Dinner on board.

Friday, Day 6
Montrichard to Moulin de Nitray
Deck Plan
Cheverny
Cheverny

Galley
Crew

Twin

Chambord
Chambord

Chenonceau

Twin

Upper Saloon

Twin or
Double

Dining
Saloon

Chenonceau
l
l
l

● 80 Feet Long
80 Feet Long
● 6 Passengers
6 Passengers
● 2/3 Crew
2/3
Crew
● TV/DVD Player

l

l

● 2 Twin Staterooms
2 Twin Cabins
(65 – 75 sq ft incl. en suite)
(65 – 75 sq ft incl. en suite)
● 1 Twin/Double Stateroom
1 Twin/Double Stateroom
(91 sq ft incl. en suite)
(91 sq ft incl. en suite)

l
l
l

● Air-Conditioned
Air-Conditioned
● Upper Sun Deck
Upper Sun Deck
● Wi-Fi (Subject to
Wi-Fi (Subject to
Local Reception
Local Reception)

Note: The forward cabin is accessed separately from the deck, down steep steps.

l
l

● Air-Conditioned
Air-Conditioned Minibus
Minibus
6 Touring Bikes
● 6 Touring Bikes

Following breakfast, a short stroll takes us to the heart of
Montrichard and into one of the largest street markets in Touraine.
We also explore the 11th century château overlooking the
medieval town square. Before lunch we can visit the local vineyard
of the Meriau family, to taste the regional Touraine vintages. In
the afternoon, we enjoy another passage under Chenonceau and
arrive at the hamlet of Nitray in time to visit the château and rose
garden. Enjoy an aperitif from their vineyards before the Captain’s
Farewell Dinner on board.

Saturday, Day 7
Moulin de Nitray

After breakfast, guests are transferred by private chauffeured
minibus to the drop-off point near Tours.
*This is a sample itinerary and is subject to change.
Nymphea is operated by Leigh Wooton.
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La Nouvelle Etoile Canal du Loing & Canal de Briare

Cruise Burgundy Aboard the 8 passenger La Nouvelle Etoile
La Nouvelle Etoile has been designed to offer a very high level of comfort and convenience. The spacious
saloon, with its dining area and attractive cocktail bar, features a warm teak interior and elegant furnishings.
Each of the generous 200 sq ft suites is lavishly equipped, and the en suite bathrooms have double handbasins
and oversized showers. There is also a lift, an exercise room and a spa pool on deck.
A cruise that is a journey back in time through a picturesque landscape and past sleepy hamlets, along two delightful canals
including the Canal de Briare, the oldest in France. La Nouvelle Etoile also cruises in Alsace, Champagne, Holland, Belgium,
Picardy, Germany and Luxembourg in Spring and Autumn. See pages 62, 66, 70 & 86.

ITINERARY*
Sunday, Day 1
Moret-sur-Loing

Thursday, Day 5
Châtillon Coligny to Rogny

Guests are met in Paris and transferred by private chauffeured
minibus to La Nouvelle Etoile moored in the heart of the
Fontainebleau forest. After a Champagne welcome, perhaps take
a stroll through the medieval walled town of Moret-sur-Loing,
known to many as the home of the famous Impressionist painter,
Alfred Sisley. Tonight enjoy your first gourmet dinner on board.

Today, continuing our cruise higher up the canal we reach
Rogny-les-Sept-Ecluses. This staircase of seven locks was built
in 1648 and is an impressive monument to the engineers of
the past. After a relaxing lunch we take a short drive to the
town of Gien, on the banks of the River Loire, and famous
for its faience earthenware. We also visit the International
Hunting Museum at Château de Gien. Dinner on board.

Monday, Day 2
Moret-sur-Loing to Nemours

Friday, Day 6
Rogny to Briare

Today, we begin our cruise into the Upper Loire region. After
lunch, we visit the Château de Fontainebleau. To walk through
this palace is to walk through the history of France and every
French royal family added its own architectural style and features
when in residence. On our drive back to the hotel barge we may
visit the artist community of Barbizon. Dinner on board.

Tuesday, Day 3
Nemours to Montargis

Today, we have a full day cruise to Montargis with plenty of
opportunity to bicycle or walk along the towpath of the canal.
After lunch we visit this charming town, also called “the Little
Venice of the Gatinais” because of its numerous canals. Visit one
of the many museums, or shop at the famous Mazet Praline shop
with its exquisitely packaged delicacies. Dinner on board.

After passing through the locks of Rogny, we reach the
highest point of the canal and now start to descend slowly
towards the River Loire. At Briare, we cross the river on the
Pont Canal de Briare, designed and built by Gustav Eiffel
in 1890. Later, we drive out to the Sancerre wine region to
sample some of this delicious wine and perhaps taste some
of the local Crottin de Chavignol cheese on our way back to
the barge. Captain’s Farewell Dinner on board.

Spa
Spa
Pool
Pool

*This is a sample itinerary and is subject to change. On alternate
weeks the cruise is in the reverse direction.
La Nouvelle Etoile is operated by Etoile de Champagne b.v.
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l
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●
●
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●
●
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l

Centrally
Heated
●

(200 (200
sq ftsq
en suite)
ft
en
(200
sqincl.
ft incl.
incl.
en suite)
suite)

l

l Wi-Fi (Subject
Spa Pool
Sun
Deck
to Local Reception)
Minibus
● &
Spa
Pool
& Excercise Room

l
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l
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l
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● SuiteTV/DVD
● Wi-Fi
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After breakfast, guests are transferred by private chauffeured
minibus to their choice of location in Paris.

Deck
Plan
Deck
Deck
PlanPlan

Wednesday, Day 4
Montargis to Châtillon Coligny
After breakfast, we set off on a leisurely cruise to the charming
village of Châtillon Coligny. In the afternoon we take a drive out
to the splendid 16th century Château de Saint Fargeau which
is over 1,000 years old and probably the most important place
of historical interest in this unspoilt rural region, the Puisaye.
Later, in the evening, there is time to stroll around the ramparts
surrounding Châtillon-Coligny. Dinner on board.

Saturday, Day 7
Briare

●
●

Lift/Wheelchair
Lift/Wheelchair Access
Access

Château de Chenonceau
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Panache Moored at Lutzelbourg

Alsace & Lorraine
A unique blend of French and
German cultures, storybook villages
and wonderful white wines.
63
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Alsace & Lorraine Eastern France on the Canal de la Marne au Rhin

Cruise Alsace & Lorraine
In the Summer and Autumn, Panache cruises
the beautiful waterways of Alsace & Lorraine. It
is a region in Eastern France with a unique mix
of French and German cultures, Baroque and
Romanesque architecture, storybook villages,
diverse culinary specialities and wonderful
white wines.

Typical Cuisine Aboard
Regional Specialities
Braised Veal in Red Wine Sauce; Roasted
Duck a l’Alsacienne; Magret de Canard aux
Mirabelles; Le Baeckeoffe d’Alsace
Cheese Board
Tomme Fermière d'Alsace; Munster-géromé;
Tomme de Yenne; Mattons; Roussot;
Caprice des Dieux

A taste of a unique blend
of cultures - in style
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Aboard the 12 passenger Panache

Panache is a stylish twelve passenger hotel barge,
with spacious public areas and six comfortable double
or twin en suite cabins. All the bathrooms have
twin handbasins and oversized showers. There are
panoramic windows in the saloon and the hotel barge
has been fitted out in traditional yacht style with brass
and mahogany fittings. A large sun deck and spa pool,

plus 12 bicycles for guests’ use to explore the towpath
complete the picture.
La Nouvelle Etoile (see page 60) also cruises in Alsace
& Lorraine in late Summer.

The Unique Arzviller Boat Elevator

Canal de la Marne au Rhin

ITINERARY*

Panache

Sunday, Day 1
Krafft

Guests are met in Strasbourg and transferred by private
chauffeured minibus to Panache for a Champagne welcome and
the first opportunity to meet your crew. Perhaps there is time for
a walk or cycle ride before dinner on board.

Monday, Day 2
Krafft to Strasbourg

Our day starts with a morning cruise, across the Gran Ried wetlands
and home to an abundance of birdlife, to arrive at the historic city
of Strasbourg. Later, we enjoy a tour of the beautiful ‘capital city of
Europe’ including, of course, a visit to the 12th century Gothic pink
sandstone cathedral, home to an astronomical Renaissance clock and
soaring spire. We visit Place Gutenberg and explore La Petite France, a
pedestrian area brimming with half-timbered houses, boutique shops
and cafés. Dinner on board.

La Petite France

Tuesday, Day 3
Strasbourg to Waltenheim-sur-Zorn

After breakfast, our cruise takes us past the impressive European
Parliament building and on through the Brumath Forest to the
picturesque village of Waltenheim-sur-Zorn, where the barge
moors next to a typical Hansel and Gretel style inn, or ‘bierstub’.
This afternoon we enjoy a scenic drive into the rolling Vosges hills
on the Route des Grands Vins, where the finest wines of Alsace are
produced, and a private tasting of Gewürztraminer, Pinot Noir and
Riesling wines at a long-established winemaker, such as Domaine
Pfister. Returning to Panache, we head to the bierstub for aperitifs
and some traditional Alsatian ‘flammeküeche’, or tarte flambée.
Dinner on board.

A Small Selection of the Wines
Served Aboard
l

Domaine Pfister, Gewurtztraminer Silberg

l

Domaine Clément Lissner, Riesling Grand Cru

l

Domaine Cleebourd, Pinot Gris Hospices de
Strasbourg

Cruise Highlights
l

Tour the beautiful city of Strasbourg and visit its
Gothic cathedral

l

Explore the Route des Vins d'Alsace and a private
wine tasting

l

Visit the Meteor Brewery, founded in 1640
Experience an ascent or descent of the unique
Arzviller boat elevator

l

Domaine Bouchard Père et Fils, Pouilly Fuissé
'Vignes Romanes'

l

l

Domaine Sainte Eugenié, Le Clos Corbières

l

Visit the spectacular René Lalique Collection

l

Domaine Henri Bourgeois, Sancerre 'Les
Baronnes'

l

Tour of Sarrebourg including a visit to the
Chagall chapel

l

Cave Cleebourg, Pinot Noir 'Passion'

l

l

Domaine Ferraton, Châteauneuf du Pape

Enjoy a candlelit meal whilst cruising through the
two Arzviller tunnels

l

Excellent towpath for walking & cycling

l

"Biking Plus" option available

Sun Deck
Deck
Sun

Main Deck

Spa
Pool
Dining Area
Area
Dining

Saloon
Saloon

Fauré
Fauré
Twin
Twin or
or
Double
Double

Twin
Twin or
or
Double
Double

Berlioz
Berlioz
Twin
Twin or
or
Double
Double

Twin
Twin or
or
Double
Double

RavelRavel
Twin
Twin or
or
Double
Double

Twin
Twin or
or
Double
Double

Cabin Deck
Passage
Passage

Ducas
Ducas
● 128 Feet Long
●
l 128 Feet Long
● 12 Passengers
●
l 12
Passengers
●
●
Crew
l 66Crew
●
● Air-Conditioned
l CD
Player/iPod Dock

l

l
l

Bizet
Bizet

This morning we take a guided tour, with an optional beer tasting, at
the Meteor Brewery, founded in 1640 and the last privately-owned
brewery in Alsace. Returning to Panache, we cruise further along the
canal, with good walking and cycling opportunities, to the enchanting
town of Saverne where history traces back over 2,000 years to the
Gallo-Roman Times, mooring at the foot of the Château de Rohan, also
known as the ‘Versailles of Alsace’. Dinner on board.

Thursday, Day 5
Saverne to Lutzelbourg

For early risers, there is perhaps an optional visit to a local bakery
to watch skilled patissiers preparing their delicious creations,
before we enjoy a cruise to our mooring at Lutzelbourg. In
the afternoon, we visit the mountaintop village of La Petite
Pierre with its medieval castle, then tour the outstanding René
Lalique collection and see over 500 exceptional examples of Art
Nouveau and Art Deco glassware. Nearby Wingen-sur-Moder is
also the World War Two battleground where American infantry
fought with distinction. Dinner ashore at a local restaurant.

Friday, Day 6
Lutzelbourg to Niderviller

Deck
Plan
Deck
Plan

Crew
Crew

Wednesday, Day 4
Waltenheim-sur-Zorn to Saverne

Debussy
Debussy

● 6 Twin/Double Jr Suites
● TV/DVD in cabins
● 2 Air-Conditioned
●
●
●
l Wifi (Subject to Local Reception)
6 Twin/Double
Junior Suites l TV/DVD
in cabins
oversize showers
● Piano
Minibuses
●
l Sun Deck and Spa Pool
l 12 Touring Bikes Available
(150 sq ft incl. en suite)
● Sun Deck & Spa Pool
● 8 Touring Bikes, 1 Tandem
● Wifi (Subject to Local
●
●
●
l 2 Air-Conditioned Minibuses
Centrally Heated
● Centrally Heated
Reception)
●
●
● CD Player / iPod Dock
Air-Conditioned

This morning, we enjoy a cruise through beautiful Alsatian
countryside, before visiting the Lehrer Crystal glassworks. We
then ascend the unique Arzviller boat elevator that carries
Panache 450 feet up the mountainside in minutes. After lunch
we enjoy a tour of Sarrebourg, including visits to the 13th century
chapel containing Marc Chagall's remarkable stained-glass
window and the impressive museum of Roman and Medieval
artefacts. On our return we enjoy a candlelit cruise through the
two Arzviller tunnels to our final mooring at Niderviller. Captain’s
Farewell Dinner on board.

Saturday, Day 7
Niderviller
After breakfast, guests are transferred by private chauffeured
minibus to their choice of location in Strasbourg.
*This is a sample itinerary and is subject to change. On alternate weeks
the cruise is in the reverse direction.
Panache also cruises in Champagne, Holland, Belgium & Picardy in the
Spring. See pages 68, 72 & 86.
Panache is operated by a subsidiary of European Waterways Ltd.
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Champagne
The Champagne region – a mosaic of sloping
vineyards beneath expansive skies – home to the
eponymous sparkling wine that excites the senses.
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Champagne The River Marne

Panache Cruising on the River Marne

Cruise Champagne Aboard Panache and La Nouvelle Etoile
The River Marne flows from Epernay to Paris, meandering through
the beautiful region of Champagne. There is a plethora of vineyards
spread across the undulating plains as far as the eye can see and
there will be plenty of opportunity to sample the sparkling wine to
which the region has given its name, including private tastings at
renowned champagne houses.
This is also a part of France that is rich in both modern and ancient history and
during our voyage we visit a number of significant landmarks, châteaux and one
of the finest Gothic cathedrals in the country where the kings of France
were crowned.
As well as champagne, the region is rich in other delicious products, particularly
its wonderful creamy cheeses, with the towns of Meaux and Coulommiers
at its heart.

Typical Cuisine Aboard
Regional Specialities
Blanc de Volailles à la Crème de Maroilles; Filets de Saumon
à la Sauce Champagne; Cassolette de Saint Jacques au
Champagne; Escalope de Veau à la Crème et Girolles
Cheese Board
Brie de Meaux; Langres; Coulommiers; Chaource; Cendré de
Champagne; Soumaintrain

You can cruise the Champagne region aboard the 12 passenger
hotel barge Panache (see page 64), and the 8 passenger
La Nouvelle Etoile (see page 60).

A champagne voyage
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River Marne

Panache and
La Nouvelle Etoile
ITINERARY*
Sunday, Day 1
La Ferté-sur-Jouarre

Guests are met early afternoon at the Hotel Westminster in Paris
and transferred by private chauffeured minibus to the hotel barge
moored at La Ferté-sur-Jouarre, a pretty town located on the
confluence of the Marne and Petit Morin rivers. Enjoy a Champagne
welcome with canapés whilst your Captain introduces you to the
crew. Dinner on board.

Reims Cathedral

Monday, Day 2
La Ferté-sur-Jouarre to Château-Thierry

This morning, the hotel barge sets off on her voyage along the
meandering River Marne and cruises to Château-Thierry, an historic,
strategically-situated town overlooking the river, surrounded by
vineyards that produce some of the region’s famous sparkling wine.
The town is also the site of an iconic battle for American Marines in
World War One. After lunch on board, we visit La Maison Pannier, a
select champagne house with a labyrinth of medieval underground
cellars, for a tour and a private tasting. Dinner on board.

Tuesday, Day 3
Château-Thierry to Courcelles

After breakfast, we visit the World War One battlefield and
monument at Château Thierry, before paying our respects to the
fallen at the magnificent American cemetery at Belleau Wood.
After returning to the barge and lunch on board, we enjoy a
relaxing afternoon cruise along the Marne to our mooring at
Courcelles. Dinner on board.

The Scenic River Marne

A Small Selection of the Wines
Served Aboard
l

Domaine Bouchard Père et Fils, Beaune du
Château Premier Cru

l

Domaine Henri Bourgeois, Sancerre 'Les Baronnes'

l

Domaine Ferraton, Châteauneuf du Pape

l

Domaine Sainte Eugenié ' La Reserve'

l

Domaine Louis Jadot,
Moulin à Vent 'Clos de Rochegrès'

l

Domaine Bouchard Père et Fils,
Pouilly Fuissé 'Vignes Romanes'

l

Domaine Ferraton, Saint Joseph 'La Source'

l

Champagne - Henriot Brut

Cruise Highlights
l

Enjoy a private winery tour and tasting at
renowned champagne houses

l

Visit the village of Hautvilliers where Dom
Perignon discovered the Méthode Champenoise

l

Tour the majestic cathedral in Reims, where the
Kings of France were once crowned

l

Cruise the pretty River Marne past waterside
vineyards

l

Visit the champagne 'capital' of Epernay for a
cellar tour and private tasting

l

Visit Château-Thierry, the scene of fierce battles in
World War I, and Belleau Wood

Wednesday, Day 4
Courcelles to Cumières

This morning we continue our cruise along the beautiful River
Marne, passing through the champagne vineyards to our mooring
at the pretty riverside village of Cumières. After lunch on board, we
head into the nearby town of Epernay, home to many of the major
champagne houses for a cellar tour and private tasting. There is
time afterwards to explore the town and to do some shopping.
Dinner ashore at a local restaurant.

Thursday, Day 5
Cumières to Tours-sur-Marne

This morning, we visit the pretty hilltop village of Hautvillers.
Known as the ‘cradle of Champagne’, it is here that the monk
Dom Perignon discovered the ‘méthode champenoise’. Returning
to the barge, we join the Canal Lateral à la Marne and cruise to our
pretty mooring at Tours-sur-Marne. Then, after lunch on board, we
visit one of the most select champagne makers in the area south
of Reims, Domaine Ployez-Jacquemart, which was established
in 1930 by Marcel Ployez and his wife Yvonne Jacquemart.
We are given a private tour and, of course, enjoy a tasting.
Dinner on board.

Friday, Day 6
Tours-sur-Marne to Châlons-en-Champagne
This morning, we visit the magnificent 800-year-old Reims
cathedral, a Gothic masterpiece where the Kings of France were
crowned. We also visit one of the city’s ‘fromagiers’ to taste
some of the region’s wonderful cheeses. After lunch on board,
we cruise to our final mooring at Châlons-en-Champagne.
Captain’s Farewell Dinner on board.

Saturday, Day 7
Châlons-en-Champagne
After breakfast, guests are transferred by private chauffeured
minibus to the Hotel Westminster in Paris.
*This is a sample itinerary for Panache and is subject to change.
On alternate weeks the cruise is in the reverse direction.
Please contact us for details of the itinerary for La Nouvelle Etoile.

Champagne Cellars
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Holland
A kaleidoscope of Springtime colours,
the historic towns of the Old Masters and
fascinating Dutch culture.
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Dutch Flower Fields

71
71

Holland Dutch Canals & Waterways

Keukenhof Gardens

Cruise Holland

Aboard Panache and La Nouvelle Etoile

Cruise the delightful waterways of Holland’s western provinces in the
Spring past windmills sitting majestically above the polders. Springtime is,
of course, the time of year when visitors have the opportunity to see the
tulips at their very best, but lovers of culture also come from far and wide
to tour the traditional Dutch cities and their many museums. Delft, Leiden
and Haarlem will charm you, just as they did the great Dutch artists.
Visitors to Holland are entranced by the vivid colours of the bulb fields and the
magnificence of the formal displays such as at the world-renowned Keukenhof
Gardens which we visit. Other attractions, including the Royal Delft pottery and the
harbour town of Enkhuizen with its conservation area, are equally memorable.
Two of our hotel barges – Panache (see page 64) and La Nouvelle Etoile (see
page 60) – cruise the waterways of Holland at the best time of year,
in the Spring.

Typical Cuisine Aboard
Regional Specialities
Braised Beef Fillet in Juniper Berry and Red Wine
Jus; Saddle of Lamb with Eggplant Caviar;
Roasted Duck Breast with a Grillotes Sauce
Cheese Board
Gouda; Leyden; Maasdam; Brokkel Ould;
Limburger; Roomano; Leerdrammer

A land of colour in the Spring
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Panache Moored in Zaanse Schans

Dutch Canals & Waterways

Panache and
La Nouvelle Etoile

ITINERARY*
Sunday, Day 1
Alkmaar

Guests are met in Amsterdam and transferred by private chauffeured
minibus to Panache. Once on board, enjoy a champagne welcome
and an introduction to your crew and hotel barge. Dinner on board.

Monday, Day 2
Alkmaar to Zaanse Schans
The World Famous Delft Pottery

Perhaps visit the Alkmaar cheese market before our first cruise to
Zaanse Schans near Amsterdam, a place renowned for its wooden
windmills, barns and houses built in the traditional Dutch style.
After lunch on board, we visit the delightful Dutch harbour town
of Enkhuizen, steeped in maritime tradition. The town boasts
a remarkably well-preserved historic centre and we visit the
fascinating open-air conservation area and museum that tell the
story of the maritime history of the Zuiderzee. The reconstructed
buildings and local craftsmen demonstrating traditional skills and
trades give you a vivid impression of the Dutch way of life in the
17th and 18th centuries. Dinner on board.

Traditional Dutch Cities

Tuesday, Day 3
Zaanse Schans to Haarlem

A Small Selection of the Wines
Served Aboard
l

Domaine Bouchard Père et Fils, Beaune du
Château Premier Cru

We enjoy an early morning cruise to the historic city of Haarlem,
dating back to the 13th century. After lunch on board, this
afternoon marks a highlight of the week with a visit to the world
famous Keukenhof Gardens, known as the ‘Garden of Europe’.
There are more than 100 acres filled with over 7 million flowering
bulbs and we stroll through a breath-taking backdrop of colour on
this unforgettable half-day excursion. Dinner ashore this evening
at a local restaurant.

Cruise Highlights
l

Tour Keukenhof Gardens with the largest display
of flowers in the world

l

Visit the Aalsmeer flower auction

l

Tour the fascinating conservation area
at Enkhuizen

l

Visit the Royal Delft pottery to see the world
famous earthenware being hand-made
and painted

 ednesday, Day 4
W
Haarlem to Oude Wetering
An optional very early morning tour to Aalsmeer flower auction,
where some 17 million cut flowers from all over the world are
traded each day. We return to the hotel barge for breakfast, then
enjoy a tour of Haarlem. The city is home to the Frans Hals Museum
founded in 1862 with its vast collection of Old Masters. Other
highlights include St. Bavo's Cathedral on the main square, where
both Handel and Mozart played the magnificent Muller organ, or
there is free time to visit a fine selection of boutique shops. After
lunch on board, we cruise to our mooring at Oude Wetering where
there is time to walk or cycle along the towpaths around the lake.
Dinner on board.

l

Domaine Henri Bourgeois, Sancerre
'Les Baronnes'

l

Domaine Ferraton, Châteauneuf du Pape

l

Domaine Sainte Eugenié ' La Reserve'

l

Domaine Louis Jadot, Moulin à Vent 'Clos
de Rochegrès'

l

Domaine Bouchard Père et Fils, Pouilly Fuissé
'Vignes Romanes'

Tour picturesque Haarlem and visit a museum of
the Dutch painter, Franz Hals.

Thursday, Day 5
Oude Wetering to Leiden

l

Tour the charming city of Leiden,
Rembrandt's birthplace

After breakfast we cruise to Leiden. Home to one of the oldest
universities in the country and the birthplace of Rembrandt, Leiden
is an historical city full of charm and character, a perfect place to
explore on a bicycle, or simply stroll the banks of the pretty treelined canals. This afternoon we take a tour of the city and a private
boat trip, with your tour leader explaining the history that dates
back to Roman times and more recent sites such as the church,
St. Pieterskerk, from which the pilgrims departed for America. Free
time to explore the many local cafes, boutique shops, markets and
antique dealers. Dinner on board.

l

l

Domaine Ferraton, Saint Joseph 'La Source'

F riday, Day 6
Leiden to Delft
Morning cruise arriving in Delft by lunchtime, our final mooring.
Delft is renowned for its pottery ceramic products, which were
styled on the imported Chinese porcelain of the 17th century. This
beautiful, unspoilt town is more than 750 years old, and began
as the home port of the Dutch East India Company. Following
lunch, we visit the Royal Delft factory, just 5 minutes’ walk from
our mooring to learn how this world-famous porcelain is made.
You will have time during the afternoon to explore Delft further.
Captain’s Farewell Dinner on board.

Saturday, Day 7
Delft
After breakfast, guests are transferred by private chauffeured
minibus to their choice of location in Amsterdam.

Haarlem

*This is a sample itinerary for Panache and is subject to change.
On alternate weeks the cruise is in the reverse direction.
Please contact us for details of the itinerary for La Nouvelle Etoile.
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Italy

74

The captivating waterways of the Veneto and the Po Valley,
combined with the many cultures over the centuries,
offer a rare cruising experience.

Venice

75
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Italy

Venice, the Islands of the Venetian Lagoon, the Canal Bianco and the Po Valley to Mantua

Cruise the Venetian Lagoon & the Po Valley
Aboard the 20 passenger La Bella Vita
The charming waterways between Venice and
Mantua offer a magical cruising experience.
The itinerary includes fascinating excursions
that offer an insight into the many cultures –
Renaissance, Roman, Etruscan, Byzantine - that
have influenced the region for centuries, and
the opportunity to enjoy diverse landscapes and
nature en route, from colourful lagoon islands, to
wild beach dunes and pine woods full of birdlife;
from the charming Venetian port of Chioggia via the
River Po and Canal Bianco to the captivating lakeside
setting of the Renaissance city of Mantua.
La Bella Vita is a stylish twenty-passenger vessel offering comfortable,
air-conditioned accommodation in two upper deck junior suites and eight
lower deck staterooms, all with en suite facilities. There is a bright, spacious dining
room and bar area and louvre doors open to the side to give a perfect view. Above, there is
a huge sun deck with a large canopy and comfortable loungers to relax on and watch the world drift by.

Opera Cruises
La Bella Vita is offering special Opera Cruises in July and August. Included will be premium
front stalls seats to enjoy a performance of one of the best-known operas, such as Tosca
or Madame Butterfly, in the magnificent setting of the Roman amphitheatre, the Arena di
Verona; other opera-themed excursions; an extra night’s stay in a 4 star hotel; an extra
dinner at the Opera Museum. Please contact us for further details.
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The Italian
good life in style

Typical Cuisine Aboard
Regional Specialities
Fegato alla Veneziana; Baccala Mantecato;
La Polenta; Sarde in Saor; Risotto al
Prezzemolo; Lagoon Seafood
Cheese Board
Gorgonzola; Mozzarella di Bufala; Pecorino;
Taleggio; Provolone; Grana Padano; Lombardy
Quartirolo; Bagos

Venetian Lagoon,
Bianco Canal, Po Valley

La Bella Vita

ITINERARY*
Sunday, Day 1
Venice

Guests are met at the Hotel Laguna Palace in Mestre or Piazzale
Roma in Venice and transferred by private chauffeured minibus to La
Bella Vita for a Prosecco welcome. An afternoon cruise takes us along
the Giudecca Canal past some of Venice’s most famous monuments:
the Chiesa del Redentore, the impressive Basilica di Santa Maria
della Salute and the Punta della Dogana to our mooring outside the
Naval Museum. Then time for a stroll to St Mark’s Square and a brief
tour of the Doge’s Palace before dinner on board.

Chioggia

Monday, Day 2
Venice to San Pietro in Volta
Guided walking tour to Castello District, perhaps discovering some
hidden parts of the city of Venice: the gardens of the Biennale
Exhibition of Modern Arts, Palladio’s Church of San Pietro in Castello,
the Naval Museum with a model of the Bucintoro (Doge’s Boat) and
the Pavilion of Gondolas housing Peggy Guggenheim’s own vessel.
Late afternoon cruise to Pellestrina, which separates the Venetian
Lagoon from the Adriatic Sea, along the Canal of the Orphans
passing lagoon islands with their ancient monasteries, painted
fishing boats and tiny churches. Dinner on board.

Tuesday, Day 3
San Pietro in Volta to Taglio di Po

A Small Selection of the Wines
Served Aboard

Cruise Highlights
l

l

Chianti Classico Castello d’Albola

l

Vespaiolo Maculan Breganze

l

Malvasia Passito Valtidone

l

Rosé Blanc Brut Sanfeletto

l

Pinot Grigio St. Michael - Eppan

l

Rosso di Montepulciano Sabazio

l

Vino Nobile di Montepulciano La Bracesca

l

Prosecco Millesimato Valdobbiadene Sanfeletto

l

Rosé Millesimato Brut Riserva Bortolomiol

Tour of historic Venice, The Naval Museum and
the Pavilion of Gondolas
Cruise on the Canal of the Orphans past
picturesque lagoon islands

Wednesday, Day 4
Taglio di Po to Bosaro

l

Tour of Chioggia with its Roman, Etruscan and
Byzantine history

l

Visit to Chioggia’s colourful fish market

l

Dinner ashore at the 17thC stately home
Villa Ca’Zen

This morning we cruise to Adria, an ancient Etruscan town and visit
the Archaeological Museum. After lunch on board, we drive to the
Bagnoli Estate where we tour the Renaissance gardens and wine
cellars of the 17thC Villa Widmann Borletti, for a private tasting
of their renowned estate- grown vintages. This winery has been
supplying Venetian society for centuries. Afternoon cruise to Bosaro.
Dinner on board.

l

Private visit to the wine cellars of Villa
Widmann-Borletti

Thursday, Day 5
Bosaro to Governolo

l

Tour of the Schifanoia Palace in Ferrara

l

Visit Mantua’s Ducal Palace and gardens,
or the Doge’s Palace in Venice

l

Deck
Deck Plan
Plan

Deck Plan

1.
1.1.

3.
3.3.

5. 5.
5.

4.
4.4.
l

140 Feet Long,
3 Decks

l

20 Passengers
(Plus Tour Leader)

l 2 Twin/Double Junoir Suites
Cabin
Cabin Names:
Names:

1.
1.
2.
2.

(110 sq ft incl. en suite)

Leonardo
3.
Leonardo
3. Tiziano
Tiziano
l 8 Twin/Double Staterooms
Michelangelo
4.
Michelangelo
4. Canaletto
Canaletto

(105 sq ft. incl. en suite)

6. 6.
6.

●

●
●
●

8.
8.8.

Our final cruise has a dramatic approach to Mantua, home of
the poet Virgil, artists Mantegna and Donatello and a captivating
lakeside setting. Mantua displays extraordinary neo-classical and
baroque architecture, portrayed in the 14thC Ducal Palace housing
some 15 gardens and courtyards, a museum, basilica and theatre.
The intricate frescoes, Gallery of Mirrors and exquisite Rivers Room
and 12,000 paintings and sculptures all create a Grand Finale to our
Italian Renaissance adventure. Captain’s Farewell Dinner on board.

2.
2.2.
9.9.
9.

Saturday, Day 7
Mantua

10.
10.
10.

l

Wi-Fi (Subject to Local Reception)

l

6-10 Crew

l

PC with Internet, Piano

l

Upper Sun Deck

l

5. Mantegna
Air-Conditioned
6. Boldini

l

9. Caravaggio
10 Touring
Bikes
10. Tiepolo

l

Centrally Heated

l

Air-Conditioned Coach

5. Mantegna
6. Boldini

● 140 Feet Long,
● 8 Twin/Double Staterooms
● on
● 8 Twin/Double Staterooms
Note: Biking is limited
days of this cruise.
140certain
Feet Long,

33 Decks
Decks
20 Passengers

7.
7.7.

22 Twin/Double
Twin/Double Junior
Junior Suites
Suites
Wi-Fi Internet Access

●
●
●
●
●

7.
7.
8.
8.

Morning excursion with guided tour of the Renaissance city of
Ferrara, including the Schifanoia Palace, renowned for its fabulous
15thC frescoes. We also admire the 14thC Estense Castle and its
moat and the magnificent cathedral façade with its sculpted images
described as an illustrated Bible. Return to the hotel barge for an
afternoon canal cruise past villages and farmsteads to Trevenzuolo
and dinner on board.

Friday, Day 6
Governolo to Mantua

Cabin Names
1. Leonardo
2. Michelangelo
3. Tiziano
4. Mantegna
5. Canaletto
6. Boldini
7. Tintoretto
8. Veronese
9. Tiepolo
10. Caravaggio

After a stroll or cycle along the 18thC Istrian sea wall in Pellestrina,
we cruise to Chioggia, city of Goldoni’s plays. Here we visit the
picturesque town centre and colourful fish market. We also see
the Cathedral and the Piazzetta Vigo before rejoining La Bella Vita.
Passing through a nature reserve with flamingos and occasional
heron, snipe and other wetland wildfowl, we travel upriver to Taglio
di Po for dinner ashore hosted by the owners at the beautiful 17thC
Villa Ca’Zen, a private stately home by the river where Lord Byron
courted the Countess Giuccioli and wrote some of his best poetry.

Tintoretto
Tintoretto
Veronese
Veronese

Air
Air Conditioned
Conditioned
Centrally
Centrally Heated
Heated
Upper Sun Deck

9. Caravaggio
10. Tiepolo

●
●

●

Air-Conditioned
Air-Conditioned
Coach
Coach

10 Touring Bikes

After breakfast, guests are transferred by private chauffeured minibus
to the Hotel Laguna Palace in Mestre or Piazzale Roma in Venice.
*This is a sample itinerary and is subject to change. On alternate weeks the
cruise will be in the reverse direction. Some cruises may be on the River Po
instead of the Canal Bianco, depending on the water level.
La Bella Vita is operated by Delta Tour snc.
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Urquhart Castle

Scotland
An inspiring land of mountains, glens and famous
battlefields, with magical lochs that reflect the
legends of the past.

79

Scotland The Caledonian Canal, Loch Ness & the Highlands

Cruise the Heart of the Scottish Highlands
Aboard the 8 passenger Scottish Highlander
We cruise sedately through the Great Glen between
Inverness and Fort William, navigating beautiful lochs
and the scenic, absorbing Caledonian Canal. Ancient
castles perched on the waters edge, heather-clad
hillsides and arguably the finest inland cruising in the
world. The legends of the past, the taste of single malt
and the mythical inhabitant of Loch Ness all contribute
to a special magic only experienced in Scotland’s
dramatic Highlands.

Scottish Highlander has the atmosphere of a
Scottish country house with subtle use of tartan
furnishings and landscape paintings.
Cuisine is traditional Scottish fare with local wild
salmon,game and seafood prepared by your own
Master Chef.

Typical Cuisine Aboard
Regional Cuisine
Munro of Marinated Salmon;
Rack of Lamb on a Scotch
Broth Risotto with Mint
infused Olive Oil; Fillet of
Aberdeen Angus Beef with a
Sherry and Wild Mushroom
Sauce; Hickory Smoked
Venision with Candied
Walnuts and Blue Cheese

Cheese Board
Isle of Kintyre Mature
Cheddar; Scottish Brie;
Whisky Chase; Dunsyre Blue;
Connage Smoked; Lanark
Blue; Caboc; Gruth Dhu;
Black Crowdie; Strathdon
Blue; Bonchester; Sharpam

A journey through
the majestic Highlands
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A cruise aboard Scottish Highlander as you admire
some of Scotland’s finest scenery, perhaps from
the comfort of the barge's cosy observation area,
will be truly unforgettable.

Caledonian Canal & Loch Ness

Scottish Highlander
ITINERARY*

Sunday, Day 1
Muirtown
Guests are met at the Glenmoriston Town House Hotel in
Inverness and transferred by private chauffeured minibus to
Scottish Highlander. Champagne Welcome and perhaps an early
evening stroll to the sea lock with wonderful views over the Moray
and Beauly Firths. Dinner on board.
Wheelhouse Observation Area

Monday, Day 2
Muirtown to Dochgarroch

Eilean Donan Castle

Our first cruise will take us up the Muirtown lock flight and through
Tomnahurich swing bridge, with an option to walk alongside River
Ness to the hamlet of Dochgarroch. After lunch on board, on
our tour today we drive through stunning hilly scenery to take
a closer look at one of Scotland’s best known exports, whisky, at
the Glen Ord distillery, founded in 1838 on the Black Isle by the
Mackenzies of Ord. A fascinating description of the maturing and
ageing process of single and blended malts is followed by our
special tasting. Dinner on board.

Tuesday, Day 3
Dochgarroch to Fort Augustus
This morning we enjoy Cawdor Castle, forever immortalised in
Shakespeare’s “Scottish Play”. The picturesque gardens have been
listed as being amongst the top 100 in the UK. The castle contains
a superb collection of tapestries, pictures and furnishings and the
Dowager Countess of Cawdor still lives there for part of the year.
Then we visit Culloden Moor, scene of the last major battle on
British soil in 1746. If there is time, we end our tour at the Clava
Cairns, a pre-historic clan chieftain burial site dating back to 2,000
B.C. Our cruise today is through Loch Dochfour and down Loch
Ness with perhaps a chance of spotting “Nessie” before arriving
at Fort Augustus. Dinner on board.

Cameron Suite

Some of the Single Malt Whiskies
Served Aboard

Cruise Highlights
l

Visit Glencoe, scene of treachery between
the Campbell and MacDonald clans

l

Tour of the Glen Ord whisky distillery with a
private tasting

Glenfiddich 12 Year Old

l

 Cruise Lochs Dochfour, Ness, Oich and Lochy

l

Bowmore 12 Year Old

l

 See Eilean Donan and Urquhart castles

l

Isle of Jura 10 Year Old

l

l

Talisker 10 Year Old

 Visit Culloden Moor, scene of the last battle on
British soil in 1746

l

 Tour Cawdor Castle and gardens, home of
Shakespeare’s Scottish Play

l

Benromach 10 Year Old

l

Lagavulin 16 Year Old

l

Dalwhinnie 15 Year Old

l

l

 Highland Park 12 Year Old

l

The Macallan Gold

l

 Spectacular scenery, wildlife and folklore

l

Old Pulteney 12 Year Old

l

 Visit Clava Cairns, a prehistoric burial site

l

The Singleton of Glen Ord 15 Year Old

l

Extraordinary river, canal and loch cruising

l

Tomatin 12 Year Old

l

l

A wide selection of French and International wines
is also served aboard

Excellent walking opportunities
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After breakfast, our cruise takes us up the “flight”, as the locals
call it, at Fort Augustus and then on to our pretty mooring
at Cullochy. After lunch, we take in some of the finest scenery
Scotland has to offer as we drive to one of its best known and
most photographed castles, Eilean Donan, which has featured in
movies such as "Highlander" and James Bond's "The World Is
Not Enough" and overlooks three sea lochs. This evening we have
dinner ashore at a local restaurant.

Thursday, Day 5
Cullochy to Laggan
This morning, we again encounter some of Scotland’s bloody
past as we visit the ruins of Urquhart Castle in a spectacular
setting overlooking Loch Ness, then take a gentle drive to the
Invermoriston Falls and the “Old Bridge” designed by Thomas
Telford where you may even see a salmon leaping. The afternoon
cruise today can be partially walked as we cross the very scenic
Loch Oich and cruise onto the pretty Laggan Avenue. As we
approach Laggan, our Highland Piper may greet us with a stirring
rendition of traditional Scottish music. Dinner on board.

Friday, Day 6
Laggan to Banavie

Deck Plan

Deck Plan

Wednesday, Day 4
Fort Augustus to Cullochy

All
Weather Wheelhouse
Air-Conditioned
Minibus with
Observation
Area
8 Touring Bikes for Guests
Sonic
Finder
Sonic Fish
Fish Finder
Air-Conditioned
Minibus
Minibus

Our final cruise today will see us cross Loch Lochy, passing
Gairlochy, where there is the option to visit the Clan Cameron
Museum. We continue on to Moy Bridge, the last fully handoperated bridge on the canal to moor at Banavie beneath Ben
Nevis and a stroll from Neptune’s Staircase leading down to Loch
Eil. After lunch on board, our tour today takes us to the mystical
battlefield of Glencoe, famed for one of the darkest days in
Scottish history. Alternatively, we can enjoy some breath-taking
panoramic views on a cable car ride to the summit of Aonach
Mor mountain. If time permits, we can also visit the ruins of Old
Inverlochy Castle. Captain's Farewell Dinner on board.

Saturday, Day 7
Banavie
After breakfast, guests are transferred by private chauffeured
minibus to their choice of location in Inverness.
*This is a sample itinerary and is subject to change. On alternate weeks the
cruise is in the reverse direction.
Scottish Highlander is operated by a subsidiary of
European Waterways Ltd.
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England The Royal River Thames

Cruise England's Royal River
A slow, meandering journey past Royal Palaces, quaint
riverside towns and villages – a real mixture of olde
worlde England and the natural beauty of Surrey,
Berkshire and Oxfordshire. From Henry VIII’s Hampton
Court past Windsor Castle to Henley with frequent stops
allowing plenty of time to wander and explore whilst
we follow this old Viking trading route deep into rural
countryside. Gentle exploration are the keywords, with
good cycling and walking opportunities as the elegant
and spacious hotel barge finds her way along the Royal
River Thames.
Magna Carta is one of the finest, most luxurious vessels cruising
the British Isles today. The ambience created by combining a
traditional 1936-built barge hull with fine mahogany,
teak and oak woods is outstanding.
Modern amenities include underfloor heating, spa
pool and contemporary en suite facilities for the four
spacious 200sq ft suites. The upper deck saloon and
dining area feature picture windows and
stylish furnishings.
Your Master Chef produces a range of
mouthwatering dishes whilst you enjoy the riverside
surroundings from your floating country hotel.

The history and beauty
of the Royal River
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Aboard the 8 passenger Magna Carta

Typical Cuisine Aboard
Regional Specialities
Roasted Guinea Fowl with Wild
Mushrooms; Rack of Lamb with
a Herb Crust, Sweet Potatoes and
Spinach; Breast of Duck with Port
Sauce and Cherries

Cheese Board
Cropwell Bishop Organic Stilton;
Dunsyre Blue Bath Soft Cheese;
Applewood Smoked Cheddar;
Oxford Isis; Sage Derby ; Double
Gloucester; Cornish Yarg

River Thames

Magna Carta
ITINERARY*
Sunday, Day 1
Hampton Court Palace
Guests are met at the Stafford Hotel in Central London for
afternoon English Cream Tea, before being transferred by private
chauffeured minibus to Magna Carta. Champagne reception and
welcome by the Captain and crew. Dinner on board.

Monday, Day 2
Hampton Court Palace to Runnymede
This morning we explore the magnificent Hampton Court Palace.
We tour King Henry VIII’s apartments and the Royal Chapel, feel
the chill in the haunted gallery and wonder at the Tudor kitchens.
Outside, the gardens are breathtaking with The Great Vine, the
oldest in the country still producing grapes and the famous
maze. After lunch, we cruise through a number of locks including
Sunbury and Molesey to moor at Runnymede. Dinner on board.

Tuesday, Day 3
Runnymede to Windsor

Oxford’s Dreaming Spires

Ye Olde Belle at Hurley

A Small Selection of the Wines
Served Aboard
l

Les Damnée des Prieur, Sancerre

l

 Domaine de la Croix Jacquelet,
Faiveley Montagny

l

L es Pontilles, Sauvignon Blanc

l

Don Cayetano Merlot

l

Baroncini Rosso di Montalcino

l
l

After breakfast, we have the option to use the spa facilities of
the Runnymede-on-Thames Hotel. Then we cruise to Windsor,
past the Magna Carta Memorial and Magna Carta Island where
in 1215, King John was forced to meet the powerful barons
and seal the historic document. Our afternoon excursion is to
Windsor Castle. Built by William the Conqueror in 1066 and a
royal home for over 900 years, this is the largest inhabited castle
in the world. We explore the State Apartments, see Queen Mary's
Dolls House, St George's Chapel and enjoy the far-reaching views.
Dinner on board.

 Reserve de Gassac, Herault
Domaine Michel Thomas, Sancerre

Cruise Highlights
l

 Explore Henry VIII’s Hampton Court Palace

l

Moor beneath and visit Windsor Castle

l

 Visit the Tudor manor house of Dorney Court

l

Tour the Stanley Spencer Gallery at Cookham

l

English cream tea at the Stafford Hotel, London

l

 Visit Henley-on-Thames, the Royal Regatta town

l

Tour of Christ Church College, Oxford

l

 Great walking and bicycling opportunities along the
Thames Footpath

l

 Tour of Highclere Castle (Downton Abbey) on
selected departures

Deck Plan

Wednesday, Day 4
Windsor to Cookham
This morning we take a short drive to the Tudor manor house of
Dorney Court, a very special home that has been owned by the
Palmer family for more than 450 years and used regularly as a film
location. Later we cruise upstream past the fabulous waterside
houses of Bray and through the spectacular Cliveden Reach to
moor en route at Cliveden House itself. Once home to the Astor
family it has amazing gardens and was, of course, the scene of
political scandal and intrigue. Late afternoon cruise to Cookham.
Dinner on board.

Thursday, Day 5
Cookham to Hurley
After breakfast, we visit the Stanley Spencer Gallery and take
a walk around the village he once described as ‘Heaven on
Earth’, before cruising through Marlow to Hurley. We tour Peter
Freebody’s boatyard nearby and watch in wonder as the traditional
craftsmen build and restore classic wooden craft. We have time to
explore the ancient village, including Ye Olde Belle, reputed to be
the oldest inn in the country, before returning to the hotel barge.
Dinner on board.

Friday, Day 6
Hurley to Henley-on-Thames
Bar
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l
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l
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●

l

l

A morning cruise to Henley-on-Thames through fabulous
countryside to our final mooring along the famous Henley Regatta
Rowing Course. Then, an earlier lunch, followed by a drive to
Oxford for a fascinating tour of Christ Church, Oxford’s grandest
college, founded by Cardinal Wolsey and then again by King Henry
VIII. The magnificent surroundings were also where Lewis Carroll
wrote Alice in Wonderland. Captain’s Farewell Dinner on board.

Spa
Pool

Upper
Sun Deck
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Suite

Double
Suite

Crew

Twin/
Double
Suite
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Winston Churchill
Christopher Wren
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3●Twin/Double
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●
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l●

TV/DVD in
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Centrally
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Spa Poolin Suites
TV/DVD
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Touring Bikes

●
l

1 Double Suite

l

Spa Pool

l

(200 sq ft incl. en suite)

l

Sun Deck

l

●

Minibus
4 Touring BikesMinibus
Air-Conditioned

Wi-Fi (Subject to
Local Reception)

Saturday, Day 7
Henley-on-Thames
After breakfast, guests are transferred by private chauffeured
minibus to Central London.
*This is a sample itinerary and is subject to change. On alternate weeks the
cruise is in the reverse direction.
3 night cruises also offered, subject to availability.
Magna Carta is operated by TempleRead Cruises.
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Ireland The River Shannon & Its Lakes

Cruise the River Shannon Aboard the 10 passenger Shannon Princess
The River Shannon represents Ireland at its finest. Rolling
green fields, lakes and rivers, ancient Celtic monasteries and
an abundance of wildlife, such as rare white-tailed sea eagles.
The legends and fables of Ireland are found everywhere and are
well understood by the warm and hospitable Irish people. Their
extraordinary history has been varied and sometimes difficult but
they somehow always find the time to chat and pass the time of
day. Our River Shannon cruise brings you in touch with the very
soul of Ireland.
Shannon Princess is the largest hotel barge cruising the River Shannon.
Her thoughtfully designed interior includes five twin/double bedded suites
with Loughside views, a comfortable saloon, dining area and a fulllength upper sun deck with spa pool.
Her experienced Captain and crew go out of their way to ensure your
every need is accommodated. Your Master Chef was trained at the
renowned Ballmaloe School and distinguishes herself with the creation of
some wonderful signature dishes.

Typical Cuisine Aboard
Regional Specialities
Baked Baby Lobster; Roast
Shoulder of Lamb; Black Velvet
Crepes filled with Raspberries and
served with Champagne Sauce
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Cheese Board
Cashel Blue Farmhouse Cheese;
Cooleeney; Boilie Goats Cheese;
Carrigbyrne St. Brenden;
Durrus; Gubbeen

An unforgettable taste
of the Emerald Isle

River Shannon

Shannon Princess
ITINERARY*
Sunday, Day 1
Glasson
Guests are met in Dublin and transferred by private chauffeured
minibus to Shannon Princess. Your Captain and his crew welcome
you on board with champagne, Black Velvets or Irish coffees. Time
perhaps for a gentle stroll before your first dinner on board.

Monday, Day 2
Glasson to Athlone

Ancient Clonmacnoise

This morning we begin our cruise around the beautiful “Inner
Lakes” of Lough Ree and then continue north as we explore some
of the 365 islands on the lake. We then circle back to the River
Shannon and onto our mooring in Athlone Town. After lunch we
visit the Kilbeggan Whiskey Distillery, dating from 1757 and the
oldest licensed whiskey distillery in the world. We enjoy a private
tasting, then on the return journey there is time for a visit to
Ballinahown, an artisan craft village. Dinner on board.

Tuesday, Day 3
Athlone to Shannonbridge

Traditional Irish Music

A Small Selection of the Wines
Served Aboard
l

Cruise Highlights

Domaine Bergerie de L’Hortus, Coteaux de
Languedoc AOC

l

 Juan Gil 4 Meses, Monastrell

l

 Crios de Susana Balbo, Malbec

l

 McLaren Vale Coriole Diva, Shiraz

l

 Bodegas Carlos San Pedro Vinasperi
Crianza, Rioja

l

 Frankland River Alkoomi, Chardonnay

l

 Stables Ngatarawa, Sauvignon Blanc

l

 A selection of Irish Whiskies are available
on board

l

Tour the legendary 6thC Clonmacnoise ruins

l

Full day excursion to Portumna Castle and Galway

l

Traditional Guinness and oyster lunch

l

Visit the unusual haunted Leap Castle

l

Tour Birr Castle’s Gardens and Science Centre

l

Visit the Craggaunowen Re-Creation Project

l

Tour of the Kilbeggan Whiskey Distillery with a
private tasting

l

Visit a traditional Irish hand-weaving workshop

l

Hear traditional Irish music

l

Excellent walking and fishing opportunities

Today we negotiate Athlone Lock and head south through
Europe’s richest example of “Callow” landscape. We moor at
Clonmacnoise ruins, a famed 6th century university and an early
monastic settlement. Following a tour, we cruise on to our mooring
at Shannonbridge. Then, after lunch we visit Leap Castle, reputed
to be Ireland’s most haunted house. You will be given a personal
tour by the eccentric owner Sean Ryan, who, with traditional Irish
musicians, will relate to you the fascinating history of the castle
and its part in founding the American Constitution. After dinner on
board, perhaps join the captain for a pint in Killeen's pub and an
evening with the locals.

Wednesday, Day 4
Shannonbridge to Terryglass
This morning, we cruise a very pretty stretch of the River Shannon
through Meelick lock, pausing as Portumna swing bridge is
opened to allow us passage onto idyllic Lough Derg and then
moor at Terryglass Harbour. This afternoon we visit Birr Castle, still
resided in by the Earl of Rosse and family, to see the magnificent
gardens, the fascinating Science Centre and admire the historic
Great Telescope. Dinner on board.

Thursday, Day 5
Terryglass to Mountshannon
Today, our tour is firstly, to the walled gardens of Portumna Castle,
then on to Galway, a lively University City and cultural centre for
Irish-speaking regions in Western Ireland. Visit the Galway crystal,
craft and linen shops and enjoy lunch at a traditional Guinness
& oyster pub. We return to Shannon Princess and set sail across
beautiful Lough Derg, passing Forrest Park and ancient mountains
as we enjoy our dinner and sunset cruise to Mountshannon – a
lovely lakeside village perched above the Lough. Dinner on board.

Friday, Day 6
Mountshannon to Killaloe

Deck Plan

Today we set sail across south Lough Derg, rejoining the River
Shannon to moor at Killaloe, once home to the court of the
greatest High King of Ireland, Brian Boru. After exploring this
elegant little town we lunch on board, then set off to tour a unique
project located in the grounds of Craggaunowen Castle, designed
to bring Bronze Age & Celtic culture to life, before finally visiting
a traditional Irish hand-weaving workshop. ‘Salinte’ cocktail
reception and Captain’s Farewell Dinner on board.

Spa
Spa
Pool
Pool

Scarriff Bay

Meelick Waters

Inner Lakes

Saturday, Day 7
Killaloe
After breakfast, guests are transferred by private chauffeured
minibus to Dublin.
The Callows
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

107 Feet Long,
l 107
Long
107
FeetFeet
Long,
10 Passengers
l 10
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10
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5 Crew
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Touring Bicycles on Request
l Touring
Touring
Bicycles
on on
Request
Bicycles
Request

●
l
●
●
●
l
●
●
l

Benjamimes
5 Twin/Double Suites
5 Twin/Double
Twin/DoubleJunior
SuitesSuites
(130 sq ft incl. en suite)
(130
(130 sq
sq ftft incl.
incl. en
en suite)
suite)
Centrally Heated
Centrally Heated
Heated
Centrally
Upper Sun Deck
Upper Sun Deck
Air-Conditioned

*This is a sample itinerary and is subject to change. On alternate weeks the
cruise is in the reverse direction.
●
l
●
●
●
●
l
●
l

Spa Pool
Wi-Fi
(Subject to
Spa Pool
Air-Conditioned Minibus
Local
Reception) Minibus
Air-Conditioned
Wi-Fi (Subject to
Upper
Sun Deckto& Spa pool
Wi-Fi (Subject
Local Reception)
Air-Conditioned
Local Reception)Minibus

Shannon Princess is operated by Waterloft Cruising and Catering Ltd.
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Longer Waterway Journeys Through Holland, Belgium, France, Germany & Luxembourg

Explore the Heart of Europe
If you are looking for an experience that is different from
the 'classic canal' cruise, we offer a number of 'voyages
of exploration' along the rivers and other waterways of
Holland, Belgium, France, Germany and Luxembourg.
These cruises usually cover longer distances over 6 days,
so you will do more cruising each day.
There may be fewer opportunities to bike or walk but there is
more time to appreciate the character of a variety of waterways,
particularly at times of the year when the landscapes are at
their best. These include Holland's Diep and the River Ljessel,
the River Scheldt in Belgium and the Rivers Lys and Oise in
Northern France.
And, of course, on all these cruises there will be a variety
of culturally interesting excursions to cities and other
landmarks as your hotel barge passes through
each region.
You can take a 6 night cruise from Holland to the
charming Belgian city of Ghent, or embark on a
longer 11 night voyage by way of Bruges, Ghent
and through the hills of Picardy, to Paris.
Alternatively, cruise through Paris, experiencing a
fabulous night-time passage past the floodlit Eiffel
Tower and Notre Dame and up the Rivers Seine
and Yonne to the city of Auxerre in Burgundy.
Or perhaps cruise along the River Moselle which
forms a natural border between Luxembourg and
Germany and where you will be enchanted by the
backdrop of vineyards.

Voyages of
exploration
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Holland, Belgium, France,
Germany, Luxembourg
ITINERARY HIGHLIGHTS*
Holland to Belgium Cruises – Late Spring,
6 Nights aboard Panache and
La Nouvelle Etoile
l

l

l

l

Burg Eltz, a
Fairytale Castle

l

Notre Dame in Paris

In Holland, see the world famous flower displays at the
Keukenhof Gardens
Visit the Royal Delft pottery to see how the world-famous
porcelain is made
Cruise into Belgium to Antwerp for a tour of the old quarter
and a visit to famous Flemish painter Rubens' house
Enjoy guided walking and floating tours around Bruges, the
“Venice of the North”
Visit Ghent and its magnificent cathedral

Belgium to Paris Cruises - Late Spring,
two 6-night cruises aboard Panache, or
11 nights aboard La Nouvelle Etoile
l

l
l

l
l

The Pretty City of Bruges

Monet’s Garden
l

6 Week Voyage

Enjoy guided walking and floating tours around Bruges, the
“Venice of the North”
Tour medieval Ghent with its magnificent cathedral
Cruise the River Somme and visit Compiègne, site of the
World War One Armistice signing
Visit the elegant Renaissance Château de Chantilly
Full day excursion to Giverny to see Claude Monet’s home
and the gardens at their finest
Visit Auvers-sur-Oise where Vincent van Gogh spent the last
years of his life and was buried in the cemetery

Germany to Luxembourg Cruise –
Autumn, 6 Nights aboard
La Nouvelle Etoile

And for a really extraordinary cruising
experience, we offer a 6 week voyage
of a lifetime in late Autumn. It passes
through several countries and historic
cities along some of Europe’s great rivers,
including the Rhone, Saone and Seine, as
well as many other picturesque smaller
waterways.

l

l
l

l

This 'cruise of discovery' is a wonderful
combination of cruising, sightseeing and
city tours, discovering the cultures, cuisine
and wines of such regions as Burgundy,
Champagne, Picardy and the Low
Countries. Note: Charter only,
8 passengers minimum.

l

Visit Burg Eltz, the 12thC “Queen of German Castles”, one
of the few not destroyed by King Louis XIV
Cruise the River Moselle past picturesque hillside vineyards
Enjoy private wine tastings in Zell and Bernkastel, home of
the best of Moselle wines
Tour Trier, Germany’s oldest town and see the Porta Nigra,
the magnificent Roman city gate
Finish the cruise in Luxembourg with a visit to its capital

Paris to Auxerre Cruise – Summer,
6 Nights aboard La Nouvelle Etoile
l

l

l

l
l

World War One
Commemorative Cruises
We will be offering two World War One Commemorative
Cruises in 2017 aboard our 12 passenger hotel barge,
‘Panache’ (See page 64).
She will cruise along the waterways of Belgium and
Northern France, such as the Rivers Lys and Oise, and the
Canal du Nord, a waterway at the centre of battles during
the conflict.
The cruises will feature excursions to some of the most
significant sites and memorials in Flanders and the Somme.

l

Cruise through Paris past the floodlit Eiffel Tower and
Notre Dame
Visit Château de Fontainebleau where many French
monarchs have left their mark
Explore the medieval town of Provins, a UNESCO World
Heritage site
Tour the exquisite Château de Vaux-le-Vicomte
Visit Sens, the oldest town in France with its magnificent
Gothic cathedral
Enjoy a tour of the Chablis vineyards and a private tasting at
a renowned domaine

World War One Commemorative Cruises
- Late Spring, 6 Nights aboard Panache
l

l

l

l

Attend the moving Last Post ceremony at the Menin Gate
in Ypres
Tour the sites of major battles, such as the Somme, Arras,
Vimy Ridge and Fromelles
See heartrending memorials, such as at Thiepval, a
monument to 75,000 missing soldiers who fell during the
Battle of the Somme and the ANZAC National Memorial at
Villers-Bretonneux
Visit the forest clearing at Compiègne where the Armistice
was signed on November 11, 1918

*These are sample itineraries and are subject to change.
Please see our website for full details.
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Travelling to Your Hotel Barge

Hotel Westminster in Central Paris

Getting There Can Often Be Half The Fun!

By Train

Every European Waterways cruise is fully inclusive, except for travel to and
from the designated meeting point, allowing passengers the freedom to
make their own arrangements. Many guests prefer to extend their tour,
staying at hotels before or after the cruise or making a more leisurely
journey by car or train.

Rail services in Europe, and particularly in France, are excellent. The high speed TGV
trains operate from Paris to all regions and link up with the Eurostar trains from
London. Transfer from local station to meeting point is usually very easy, or a direct
hotel barge pick up can often be arranged from the platform. Your pre-cruise travel
documents will give all the details necessary for you to make your train reservations
in advance.

Hotels

By Plane

Our designated meeting points mostly have a hotel option that we have carefully
selected to offer a comfortable stay for one or more nights in the cruise region.
Meeting times are predominantly on a Sunday afternoon, with return transfers on
the following Saturday morning. For Burgundy cruises, return transfers are from a
meeting point in central Paris such as the Hotel Westminster. Charter parties can be
met at any hotel or other meeting point of their choice within a 30 minute drive of
the hotel barge.

By Car

Driving to the hotel barge through rural countryside at your own pace in your own or
a hired car can be a very enjoyable “top and tail” to a cruise. For passengers travelling
from the UK, there are many cross-channel routes, including the Eurotunnel which
takes only 35 minutes. Parking is available at the meeting point hotel or at another
convenient location. We can also provide clear directions, or a direct pick-up can
often be arranged. Please note that parking is at your own risk and expense.

Excellent air, rail, road links;
Convenient meeting and
transfer arrangements
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As well as the major hubs such as Paris, London, Amsterdam, Frankfurt and Brussels,
there are many well served regional airports near our cruise routes such as Lyon,
Montpellier, Carcassonne, Toulouse, Strasbourg, Venice, Verona and Inverness.
Smaller airfields are also often conveniently located for passengers arriving by private
or chartered aircraft.

We Can Help

Although we cannot package your tour, we can recommend a number of partner
travel companies with a deep understanding of our business and who can help you
with your individual requirements for booking flights, trains, ferries, hotels, car hire
and even chauffeured limousines. We can also advise regarding your choice of travel,
accommodation and timings. Please ask our experienced reservations staff.

Visitors’ Book
We always like to hear what our clients think about
their hotel barge cruises. Here is a selection of recent
comments written in the barges’ visitor books, in our
post-cruise questionnaires and on the independent
review website Feefo.com

FINESSE

Wow! 6th and best barge trip! Thanks so
much for the wonderful hospitality, food,
wine, company and fun! You are a real
team and tribute to the barge tradition.
Thanks again.
Julianna Graham, California, USA

PANACHE

Thank you for a wonderful week on the
beautiful Panache! Another successful
barge trip with European Waterways.
The service and attention you and your
team gave to each of your guests was
outstanding and much appreciated.
New friendships were formed and
former ones renewed.
Glover & Nancy Epperson, Virginia, USA

SCOTTISH HIGHLANDER

What a wonderful way to experience a
new country. My time on the Scottish
Highlander was even better than
anticipated. I’m looking forward to my
next cruise.
Jane Miller, Ontario, Canada

ROSA

We need to tell you that all three
generations of our family had a truly
wonderful holiday upon Rosa, slowly
cruising along the canal. Couple this
with fine food paired with excellent
wines and the holiday becomes magical.
The wonderful crew on Rosa added to
our fantastic experience.
Christopher Nixon & Family,
Southampton, UK

RENAISSANCE

Photo Credits: Derek Banks, Louisa & Roger Gronow, Europeforvisitors.com, Dominique Monclus, Ruairi & Olivia Gibbons,
Tom & Jenny Gorog, David and Tony Franklin-Ross, Glencoe Photography, Marie-George Stavelot, François Verlet,
Ken Scott, Diane Lilford, Visit Scotland/Scottish Viewpoint, Thierry de Girval, Diego Tonninato, Lize Rixt, Claudia Meyer,
Scott Liddell, Oscar Perez Minnarro, John Garay, Ralf Grizzle, David Hart, Samuel Rosa, Sam Kreuzer, Atout France - R-Cast,
Cêdric Helsly, Jerome Levine, Alain Doine, Daniel Philippe, Fabian Charaffi, Martine Prunevieille, Emily
Harting, Linda Popovich, Giselle Whiteaker, A.S. Flament -CDT Marne: page 69, Michael Crombeen,
Tim Bailie, Ron Stern, Nick Constance, Matthew Price, Warren Stanley, Chris Nixon, Hadrien Famy, Ann Yungmeyer,
Christian Bauer, Brian Holt, Chris Thompson, Daniel Jones.

We enjoyed everything - the staff, food,
wine, tours, cruising and importantly
the interaction with the other guests.
The most relaxing and enjoyable holiday
in 40 years of travelling.
David & Carol Silkstone, Doncaster, UK
89

est.1974

90

